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Shalom!


"ט"ו בשבט הגיע חג לאילנות...."?





Already for the past two weeks advertisements of beautiful views of Israel and children planting trees, with old and beloved songs in the background, is what can be found on the Israeli TV or radio. Basically when you think about it, they are advertising for Tu’BeShvat. 





It is a little strange that the JNF has to spend millions of shekel trying to market to us a holiday which we all already love. Perhaps this is caused by the need to help people connect to values which are no longer relevant? Or perhaps this comes from the understanding that in this day and age it is easier to help people connect to the land from within their living rooms and computers, than from the forest?





It is important to first understand the source of Tu’BeShvat. The Mishna in Masechet Rosh Hashana lists Tu’BeShvat as one of the four Jewish New Years. Therefore, even though Tu’BeShvat is not the most central holiday it still represents something important. Tu’BeShvat is the holiday with which we count the years for the mitzvah of “Orla”. In Eretz Yisrael it is forbidden to eat the fruit of the trees for the first three years, as it states in the Tora: 


(Continue page 2)











If anyone would like to write an article about a personal opinion, an exciting event, their experience in Israel, a Dvar Torah, or anything else, please contact Shira at:


02-620-9024 or email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:shira@yavneholami.org" ��shira@yavneholami.org�








Yavneh V'chachameha


יבנה וחכמיה





  שבת שלום


Shabbat Shalom





Main Office, Israel: 54 King George St. | POB 7524 | Jerusalem 91074 || +972-(0)2-620-9024 yavneh@yavneholami.org


North America: NA@yavneholami.org


Europe: EU@yavneholami.org
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Candle Lighting- שבת יתרו


Jerusalem	New York	Toronto


כניסת שבת 	    4:43 pm		 5:09 pm		5:26 pm


צאת שבת 	    6:02 pm		 6:10 pm		6:29 pm











ירושלים


Shabbat Begins - כניסת שבת - 16:37


Shabbat ends - יציאת שבת - 17:56











New York


Shabbat Begins - כניסת שבת - 17:01


Shabbat ends - יציאת שבת - 18:02








Toronto


Shabbat Begins - כניסת שבת - 17:17


Shabbat Begins - כניסת שבת - 18:20














�


The Sderot Media Center is an organization founded in order to create a voice and awareness of the crisis in Sderot and the Western Negev, who suffer daily from Kassam attacks. SMC was started by Noam Bedein who came to Sderot as a student of Sapir College. He quickly learned that there was no office or organization that was giving a voice to this human crisis, and therefore took it upon himself to be that voice. 





Q: What is the goal of SMC? 





A: It is to expose the reality of how over one million residents live each and every day. It is important to get try and get people to understand the feeling of having only 15 seconds to run to safety. More so this war is a media war. The goal is to make the world realize that Sderot “is much more than a little town under attack”. There are more than one million Israeli’s under threat.





Q: After the last army campaign in Gaza, what is the current situation in Sderot?





A: Nothing really has changed. There are still missiles being fired into the South. It is also important to note that there is an enormous amount of psychological damage caused from these terror attacks over the past ten years. There is now a program in two high schools in Sderot where the students deal with post trauma through theater. They travel all over the country performing. 





Q: How can students on campuses be involved?





A: Sending money or packages to the people of Sderot is always a great way to show 


your support. However more important is to know how to respond against negative media. Write to your congressmen about the Sderot crisis, try and get the feeling across of the terror these people live in daily. The bottom line is that you must stand up for what is right; these people have a basic right to live in their own city in peace.





To get involved visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.sderotmedia.com" ��www.sderotmedia.com� or contact Yavneh Olami at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Yavneh@yavneholami.org" ��Yavneh@yavneholami.org�  or visit our website








Weekly Hebrew Slang





: חבר'ה- Chevrah


This word means a group of people usually friends, who occasionally get together and hang out


"I 'm going to the movies with the "Chevrah", wanna come?"





.








"וכי תבואו אל הארץ, ונטעתם כך עץ מאכל וערלתם ערלתו, את פריו. שלוש שנים, יהיה לכם ערלים לא יאכל." (ויקרא י"א, כ"ג)





Seemingly “Orla” seems like a strange mitzvah, why do we need to wait? Why can we not use the fruit in the first three years? This is not even the strangest ,מצווה התלויה בארץ Mitzvah which is dependant on being in Eretz Yisrael. Shmita is also an odd mitzvah, why do we need to stop working the land for a year? 





Sometimes we do not take notice to the fact that what the world knows today, Judaism taught us years ago. Europe understood only in the middle ages that it was important to give the land a rest, so that it will be able to turn out better produce. The Torah understood this thousands of years ago. Today, the world is talking about the environment, and this is important. However it is always possible to open up the Tanach, Parshanim, Mishna and Gemara, Jewish philosophy, and many other writings to see the amazing relationship between Judaism and the environment. Through the sources, the מצוות התלוית בארץ (like Orla and Shmita), and Tu’BeShvat, we can see how relevant Judaism is to our lives as well as to the “burning” issues of the world. 





Once a month, Yavneh Olami publishes a Daf Beit Midrash. This source-sheet is designed to give you, the students, the opportunity to discuss different issues in our Jewish lives. It also gives you the chance to see these issues in new and interesting ways, and how these issues are relevant to our personal lives. This source-sheet is built in a way that each and every student, whether or not they learned in a Torah environment, can connect to the content, and gain from it a refreshing Jewish experience. 





We would be happy if you utilized this resource to learn on your campuses. If you are interested we are available to help build this event surrounded by a night of learning (which already occurs on many campuses). You can find our previous source-sheets on our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.yavneholami.org" ��www.yavneholami.org�. You can also contact us through the website. 





So when you take the time to think about it, it is nice to see on TV advertisements of beautiful landscapes and children planting trees. These are things that we sometimes forget, but are still close to our Jewish hearts.  





חג שמח ושבת שלום!


Yours,


Shlomo Schwartz


General Director











Parshat Yitro


By: Rav Moshe Aberman, Yeshiva Har Etzion, former Rosh Kollel, Chicago





The fifth of the Ten Commandments found in this week's portion of the Torah, is respect for ones father and mother. Though the details of the laws of respect for parents are to broad for discussion in this framework we will try to outline some of the basic points that pertain to this commandment.


The respect for parents is one of four mitzvot that define ones relationship with his or her parents from a halachic perspective.  The other three mitzvot are holding parents in awe, refraining from hitting and a prohibition of cursing parents.  In Gemarah Kidushin (30b) we find that the requirement to respect parents is equated to the requirement to respect God himself. Similarly the requirement to hold parents in awe and the prohibition to curse parents are equated to those requirement in relation to God. Only the prohibition to hit parents has no parallel in reference to God, since hitting God would be impossible. The Ramban, in his commentary to the Torah, takes this one step further stating that the Torah does not give details of how to respect parents since it can be learned from the details found in reference to the respect of God. As one may not deny the existence of God so, too, one may not deny his parent's parenthood. One may not use the name of his parent in vain in an oath, as he may not speak the name of God in vain.


While hitting and cursing are specific actions prohibited in reference to parents, respect and awe are general directives of the attitude towards parents. What then distinguishes the two? This issue is dealt with in a section of the Midrash Halacha on Vayikra quoted in the Gemarah Kidushin. The Berayta states that Mora (the awe) entails not standing in their place, nor sitting in their seat, not contradicting their words, nor ruling with an opposing opinion to them. Kibud on the other hand entails feeding and supplying drinks, dressing and accompanying parents when they leave or return to their home. (For an extended and elaborated list see Rambam Hilchot Mamrim 6/3)


The simple understanding of the distinction between respect and awe is that awe refers to actions meant to prevent any damage to the existent status of a parent. The requirements of respect are meant to enhance and further parents' respectability and status. (See Aruch Hashulchan Yoreh Deia 240/8 for a somewhat different understanding)


Respect applies to fathers and mothers equally. Any thing that must be done for one parent must be done for the other, if applicable, as well. If a question of priority arises and ones parents are married, then the priority must be given to the father since ones mother is required to show respect for a husband as well. If ones parents are divorced then one may choose to whom priority should be given. (See Gemara Kritut28a)


The commandment of respect for parents applies to sons and daughters equally. When a daughter is married and can not fulfill her duties to her husband and towards parents her priority is to her husband and therefore she is exempt from her duties towards her parents. In the event no such conflict exists and she is able to fulfill both responsibilities or if she is not married, a daughter is required to act in respect of her parents in the same way a son would be required to. 


We find that the requirement of respect goes beyond ones parents. Others to whom we find a halachic requirement of respect are grandparents, a parent's spouse and older siblings. Grandparents are viewed as parents and must be shown respect in their own merit. Spouses of a parent deserve respect as an extension of the respect accorded ones parent. Therefore after the death of that parent there is no requirement of respect towards the surviving spouse yet one should act with respect to a parent's widowed spouse as Rabi Yehuda Hanasi commanded to his children. In the event of divorce there is no requirement to show respect to the ex-spouse.


The Rambam and Ramban differ as to whether the requirement to show respect for an older sibling is an independent requirement or part of respect for ones parents. The significance of this dispute is whether the requirement continues after the death of the parents or not. Another issue discussed by the poskim is who should be included in this requirement. Some opinions narrow the requirement only to brothers and not sisters, while others narrow it only to the elder of the brothers. (Continue page 4)











(Continuation from page 3)  A parent may forgo some or all aspects of required respect. This would be a possible basis to permit children to be served in one way or another by parents. In certain cases such service may be acceptable on the basis that serving ones son gives satisfaction to the parent and therefore accepting the service constitutes a form of respect to ones parent.


Finally, with all the importance of respect for parents, acts of respect must be within the realm of Halacha. In the event that a parent expects their offspring to act against Halacha that offspring must choose to refrain from fulfilling the parents request and adhere to Halacha. (See Mishna and Gemara Baba Metzia 32a)


 














