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Shabbat Shalom,


Parshat Vayikra is always read around the time of Rosh Chodesh Nisan, when we are in middle of preparations and cleaning for Pesach. Thirty days before a holiday we are supposed to  start learning the halachot. We start getting ready for Pesach about a month before, cleaning the house; however it is no less important to prepare ourselves spiritually for leaving slavery and entering freedom. After we find all of the Chametz, but before Pesach begins we must burn all of the Chametz. We must burn all of the Chametz from within us and prepare for something different, something better. We enter the holiday clean both physically and spiritually, ready to be redeemed. 


On Passover night, by means of the Haggadah and the story of Pesach, we experience a transition from an enslaved nation to a freed one. However, before Pesach we must search for the “chametz”- the lack of righteousness, corruption (like Madoff), even between the cracks and under the rug, and burn all of it, until it is minimal. "כעפרא דארעא"- like the dust of the earth. This is the basis on which the Jewish world stands.


The building of a corrected Jewish society is an educational process starting with the “four sons”. Educating our children in social righteousness from a young age, will help to establish a society built upon ethics and righteousness. The “four sons” can be found within the Jewish community, and it is our responsibility to bring them closer to Judaism and Zionism. 


Israel has many of the worlds’ best scientific institutions, a moral army, and its children busy with learning and building it up. We must thank our forefathers, who rose from edge of the universe, and give praise to God. In order for this to be a moral society we must burn all of the “chametz” from within Israel. We can also do this through educating our children, faith in the Jewish nation, and the ability to pour religious Zionism into Israel. 


We, the Jews of the world, young and old, must take part in the burning of the “chametz” from within us; to donate and protect the future of Jewish nation in Israel and in Diaspora.  It is our obligation and our merit!


Ilan Roth 











Date:   March 27th-28th, 2009		Parasha: ויקרא   








  שבת שלום      Shabbat Shalom














כניסת שבת:


יציאת שבת:





Candle Lighting





New York





Jerusalem





Toronto





If anyone would like to write an article about a personal opinion, an exciting event, their experience in Israel, a Dvar Torah, or anything else, please contact Shira at: 02-620-9024 or email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:shira@yavneholami.org" ��shira@yavneholami.org�








Parshat Vayikra


By: Rav Shlomo Sobol, Former Rosh Torah Mitzion Kollel, Detroit


This Shabbat we open the third of the five books of the Chumash. This book is called Torat Cohanim or Sefer VaYikra, noting the first word of the first verse.


He called to Moshe, and Hashem spoke to him from the Tent of Meeting, saying  . . . (VaYikra 1:1)


What is meaning of this calling to Moshe? Usually when Hashem speaks to Moshe the Torah uses the verb “to speak”. Here Hashem calls to Moshe before He speaks to him. Why?


The Ramban, in the opening of the Parasha notes:


At the end of the Sefer Shemot (40:34-35) it says, “The cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of Hashem filled the Tabernacle. Moshe could not enter the Tent of Meeting, for the cloud rested upon it, and the glory of Hashem filled the Tabernacle”. Therefore, Moshe needed a pecial invitation from Hashem that allowed him to enter the Tabernacle.


The Sifra as quoted in Rashi, however, notes that this is not the only instance of a calling out to Man preceding speaking. All the commands of Hashem were preceded by Hashem calling out lovingly “Moshe, Moshe”. The Sifra comments that when Hashem called out to Moshe and all the other prophets, their names were called out twice. This shows the great fondness Hashem has for them. The Midrash also teaches us that each prophet would respond to Hashem’s call with the word Hineni – I am here. (Continued page 2)




















(Continued page 1) 	Rav Kook, in his Siddur, Olat HaRaya when explaining the Binding of Isaac, says that the name of a person is his essence. When Hashem calls a person by name, He is calling that person to strive for and achieve his uniqueness and essential being. A person is called to abandon all of the external layers by which he is bound and his fleeting desires and to connect to his truthful desires and to Hashem who speaks to him and who reaches within him. When we respond to Hashem’s call with the word Hineni, we are saying that we are prepared to receive the Divine word. We are declaring ourselves vessels prepared to accept Hashem’s word and to live a life based on the Divine directives.


Prophecy has ceased in our day, and Hashem no longer speaks directly to us, yet Hashem does communicate with us through Providence. Surely, when Hashem spoke to us directly it was easier to understand and accept His messages, yet today we also have the ability to attune ourselves to the Divine messages that shout out to us from the natural events in our lives.


Yehi Ratzon – May we merit hearing the voice of Hashem calling out to us, and be prepared to answer Hineni – I am here.




















Donations to our society from USA can be made through the P.E.F. You can forward the cheque to the P.E.F to the following address. (You have to point out that this donation is for the Shai Society for Rehabilitation and Support of Disabled Children in Israel, NPO Nr. 58-002-399-2).


P.E.F.Address:  P.E.F. Israel Endowment Funds, Inc.317 Madison Avenue, Suite 607, New York, NY 10017. USA
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The Shai Society for the rehabilitation and support of disabled children is the volunteer organization that leads “Beit Hagalgalim” and was established in 1980. It is devoted to the development and integration of physically disabled children in Israel, while providing families with a brief respite during the time the children are under the direct care of the organization.


Today, there are five branches in Israel: in Kibbutz Ramat Hakovesh, Jerusalem, the Negev and the Galil and a new branch for Beduin children. The five branches of Beit Hagalgalim in Israel provide activities for 350 children and youth between the ages 10 and 30, the majority of whom suffer from muscular dystrophy and cerebral palsy. Activities are conducted in intimate groups of 15 members under the supervision of an equivalent number of volunteers. The 350 volunteers are the backbone of our project. They are mainly students between 20 and 28 years of age. Each group spends once a month the weekend at Beit Haalgalim, (5 groups every weekend) where they socialize and engage in various activities. During summer time each group sets off for a week of intense educational, social activities and lots of fun! The youngsters participate in activities from which they are normally precluded due to their disabilities, such as camel riding, water chutes, kayaking, hiking and sleeping outdoors.  This allows the youngsters learn to cope and overcome their physical impediments.


In addition to the social activities during group weekends and vacations, there are workshops and classes throughout the week, with professional instructors aided by the guides. Classes are based on a common activity for a group of youths of varying ages. Classes include drama, psychodrama, journalism, video, sailing, art and music.


Beit Hagalgalim, a truly humanitarian project, received the President's Award for Volunteerism, the Trump Foundation's Charity Award in and the Ministry of Health “volunteer Award”. 


Only 10%! Of the budget comes from the Israel government through the Ministry of Welfare. The rest comes from private donors and funds. Administration makes up for 12% of the annual costs.





Fax:  972- 9 9512006 Tel:  972 - 9 9557999


� HYPERLINK "mailto:beit_galgalim@barak.net.il" �beit_galgalim@barak.net.il�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.beitgalgalim.org.il" ��www.beitgalgalim.org.il�
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We, the Jews of the world, young and old, must take part in the burning of the “chametz” from within us; to donate and protect the future of Jewish nation in Israel and in Diaspora.  It is our obligation and our merit!


Ilan Roth














