
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Shabbat Shalom      שבת שלום  

Date: July 31st-August 1st, 2009   Parasha:   ואתחנן 

 
Shabbat Shalom, 

In Parshat Vetchanan, Moshe delivers one of the most 
famous and powerful speeches in the Torah.  He 
understands that tragically he will not pass the threshold 
into the promised- land. He will not deliver the nation to 
their final destination after 40 years of leading them 
through the desert. He knows this nation intimately; their 
weaknesses and strengths and is trying to impress upon 
them the importance of following the Torah and its 
connection to their survival and success. At the end of the 
parsha he explains why we were chosen as G-d's nation to 
begin with: (ז: ז)  

כֶם מִכָל" חַר בָכֶם -לֹא מֵרֻבְּ אַתֶם -כִי הָעַמִים חָשַק יְּהוהָ בָכֶם ויַבְִּ
עַט מִכָל כֶם  :יםהָעַמִ -הַמְּ "כִי מֵאַהֲבַת יְּהוהָ אֶתְּ  

Not because we were more in numbers than the other 
nations but rather because G-d loves us. 

The Ramban explains that this idea of G-d choosing us 
because he loves us is because when one loves someone 
they will be willing to overcome the suffering they may 
have to endure because of the loved one. 

Love can make someone overlook the character flaws, the 
wrongdoings and the hardships that come along with that 
person. So too, G-d manages to overlook our sins and 
lackings as a nation. 

This message that Moshe is sending emphasizes the 
unbreakable connection between G-d and his nation. 

Likewise Bnei Yisrael are told in the speech "… ' ואהבת את ד

...שמע ישראל"  אלוקיך   We are commanded to love G-d. If 
our devotion comes from a place of love we will be able to 
overcome adversity and serve G-d. It is interesting that the 
Shema is the prayer that has become the mantra of the 
Jewish people throughout the ages. People recited this 
prayer at moments of mesirat nefesh, giving up their life, 
moments of their greatest suffering. At that moment they 
proclaimed the oneness of G-d. It is this relationship that 
Moshe wishes to highlight before we enter Eretz Yisrael. 
Moshe knows that things will not be easy. Anyone who 
lives in Israel even today can identify with the challenges. 
However when our commitment stems from a deep love it 
gives us the strength to overcome the difficulties. It is that 
relationship Moshe knew will enable us to keep the Torah 
and live in the land. 
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Parshat Vaetchanan 

By: Rav Zalman Melamed, Torah Mitzion Kollel 

It is told of Napoleon that once, while passing through a town, he 

noticed that all of the Jews had gathered into the synagogue and 
were sitting on its floor weeping. Napoleon asked, "What has 
befallen th e Jews of this town that they are mourning so?" 
"Today," he was told, "is Tisha B'Av, the day on which the Jews 
mourn the destruction of the  Holy  Temple." "How many years ago 
did this tragedy occur?" Napoleon inquired. "Many years ago, 
almost two - thousand, " was the response. Impressed, Napoleon 
exclaimed, "A people who recalls its past so well, and continues to 
mourn the destruction of its sanctuary, will undoubtedly one day 
be redeemed and return to its homeland."  

Indeed, the Jews have never  accepted the E xile or the  Temple's 
destruction. Despite the passing of time, the Jews' love for 
the  Land  of  Israel  has neither disappeared nor waned. Today, with 

their return to the  Land  of  Israel, the Jews' love for the 
Land,Jerusalem, and the  Holy  Temple,oly H    is mo st felt during 
the festivals when many multitudes throng  Jerusalem  in order to 
visit what remains of the  Holy  Temple. On Tisha B'Av thousands 
make their way to the Wailing Wall in order to express their pain, 
let loose their tears, weep over the destructio n of 
the  Holy  Temple, and pray for its speedy restoration. The elevated 
status of the Land of Israel can be seen in the request and 
supplication of our beloved teacher, Moshe, who beseeched God 
to allow him to enter the Land: "I pleaded with God at that ti me, 
saying... let me please cross over and see the good land which is 
on the other side of the Jordan, the good mountain and the 
Lebanon" (Deuteronomy3:23)  

Moshe requested to enter the  Land  of  Israel  and to see it with his 
own eyes. And though he was never  privileged to enter 
the  land  of  Israel, he was allowed to view the Land from afar: 

"Climb up to the top of the mountain and, lift up your eyes to the 
west, north, south, and east, and see it with your own eyes (Ibid. 
27). It is possible to see the  Land  of  Israel  without  actually 
entering it; in the same respect, it is possible to enter the Land 
without truly seeing it -  that is, without truly appreciating its 
greatness, its worth, or its sanctity. It is possible to comprehend 
the land's greatness, worth, a nd significance, without entering it. 
Moshe indeed sees these things. (Continue  next page é)  
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éHe sees all of what he had requested to see, as it 
says: "God showed him the entire land" 
(Deuteronomy 34:1). Moshe requested to see 
the  Holy  Temple  -  and God showed him. Every place  
that Moshe looked, he was able to see what would 
happen there in the future. The Sages thus relate 
concerning the words, "And God showed him the 
entire land of Gilead as far as Dan, all of Naphtali, 
the land of Ephraim and Menashe, and the entire 
land of Judah as far as the Mediterranean Sea, the 
Negev, the flat plain, and the valley of Jericho, city 
of dates, as far as Tzoar" (Ibid. 1 -3). -  "Gilead" 

hints at the  Holy  Temple. "As far as Dan" -  He 
showed him Barak son of Avinoam from Naphtali. 
And from wher e do we learn that He showed him 
Joshua's kingdom? From the words, "and 
the  land  ofEphraim," for Joshua the son Nun 
belonged to the tribe of Ephraim. And from where 
do we learn that He showed him David's kingdom? 
From the words, "and the entire  landof  Juda h".  

And from where do we learn that He showed him 
what was to transpire in the End of Days...?   From 
the words, "and the  valley  of  Jericho," for we have 
been taught that in the future days Gog, and all of 
his cohorts , will be defeated in    
the  valleyof  Jerich o (Sifri).   

She  saw the true inner essence and significance of 
"Eretz Yisrael," the  Land  ofIsrael. He wanted, 
himself, to enter the land but was not permitted. 
There are, unlike Moshe, those who merit entering 
the Land and living there, yet do not merit 

appreciating its true worth. Fortunate are those who 
merit both entering the Land and sensing and 
knowing its sanctity and elevated status. Just as the 
Jewish people never forgot their land and have  now 
returned to it, they will, in the same respect, never 
forget the  Holy  Temple  and will return to it as well -  
God willing, speedily in our days.  

 
Hebrew Slang 

:בלגן - Balagan  

Complete and utter chaos. 

:דוס - Dos  

Nickname for a religious man, common among 
all people (including the religious) comes from 

the word Dati, when said in a Chassidish accent. 

:אשריך - Ashrayich  

A word religious people use to anyone who does 
something good for them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Zionist History Corner 

:ט"ח באב התרפ  

The Jewish Agency was established. 

:ע"ט באב התר  

Natan Alterman, a Jewish poet, was born. 

 

 
Menachem Begin 

This week we celebrate the Hebrew birthday of Menachem Begin who 
was born on ג"ג באב התרע"י . The story of Menachem Begin who lived 
from August 16

th
 1913- March 9

th
 1992, is basically the story of the State 

of Israel. Begin started his leadership as a leader in the Beitar movement 
in Poland, and finished his life with an abundance of titles among those 
being the Nobel Peace Prize. 

As said, Begin was a leader in the Beitar movement in Poland, and after 
the beginning of World War II while fleeing from the Nazis; Begin was 
stopped by the Soviet Army and sent to a camp in Siberia. After being 
released with some Polish, he joined the Polish army. During the years of 
the war, he came to Israel as part of the Polish Army and formed a 
connection with the underground organization called Etzel. In 1943 he 
became a commander in the Etzel underground and fought against the 
British. 

After the disbanding of Etzel with the establishment of Israel, Begin 
formed a political party called “Cherut”, which was a right wing party 
and the main oppositional party in Israel. Begin was known as a national 
man who was charismatic and convincing. After many years, in 1977 
Begin finally won the Knesset elections.  

As Prime Minister of Israel, Begin decided to progress in a peace treaty 
with Egypt, an agreement which came less than a decade after the Yom 
Kippur War, and included giving back the half the Sinai Desert and 
removing the Jewish settlements there. This agreement brought about 
protest from one side and optimism from the other. Because of this 
historical agreement, Menachem Begin received the Nobel Peace Prize. 

In 1982, Begin decided to send the IDF for operation Shalom HaGalil 
which turned quickly into the Lebanon War. The war brought about 
many arguments and Begin was not able to hold onto his rule and 
stepped down in 1983.  

In any survey taken about who was the best Prime Minister, Begin 
always wins. Begin chose not to have a national funeral and be buried on 
Har Herzl in the section of great national leaders, but rather to be buried 
on Mount Olives with his friends and Etzel fighters who died during the 
establishment of Israel.  

A distinguished speaker, modest man, a leader. May his memory be 
blessed. 

 


