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Date:      February 27-28, 2009		 Parasha:  תרומה
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This week we are celebrating the beginning of one of the happiest months of the year. The question we have to ask is: what is this commandment “to be happy”, "עד דלא ידע" – “until you don’t know”? It seems that every year there are many reasons why we cannot be completely and utterly happy in this month. Also this year there are many reason; the water situation in Israel, Gilad Shalit still in captivity, the unprecedented world wide economic situation, unemployment is rising throughout the whole world, the lack of leadership in Am Yisrael, and the list can go on. If this is the case, how then can we be commanded to be happy when so much of Am Yisrael and the world are facing such hardships? What is it about happiness that we are commanded to be happy?


It seems to me that the greatest kind of happiness is bringing joy to others. To dress up on Purim, to drink until intoxication (and to throw up!), and to dance at Purim parties; these are all artificial ways to bring about happiness. True happiness is derived by giving to the Jewish nation. It starts by giving to your home- caring for your parents, siblings, spouse and children. Giving to the Jewish nation begins with a smile in the morning, and "קבלת כל אדם בסבר פנים יפות"- to show people that they are important to you. 


Giving to the Jewish nation continues by giving to the poor, helping new immigrants in Israel who are having a difficult time, helping the Jewish state succeed, and donating to your shuls and religious institutes. Giving to the Jewish nation is to contribute and support the Jewish student organizations on campuses, and to help strengthen their goals.


To give to Am Yisrael is to recognize that the month of Adar is a month of happiness stemming from the fact that in this month we do more good deed than we do in any other month- because each and every one of us has a responsibility for the happiness of Klal Yisrael. 


Therefore, this week with the entrance of the month of Adar and with Purim around the corner, we look to do more good for Am Yisrael, both personal and public. We will remember to give Mishloach Manot and Matanot L’Evyonim with joy, because their happiness is our happiness. Our happiness is the happiness of Am Yisrael. 





Purim Sameach!


Ilan Roth











If anyone would like to write an article about a personal opinion, an exciting event, their experience in Israel, a Dvar Torah, or anything else, please contact Shira at:


02-620-9024 or email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:shira@yavneholami.org" ��shira@yavneholami.org�








Yavneh V'chachameha


יבנה וחכמיה





  שבת שלום


Shabbat Shalom





Main Office, Israel: 54 King George St. | POB 7524 | Jerusalem 91074 || +972-(0)2-620-9024 yavneh@yavneholami.org


North America: NA@yavneholami.org


Europe: EU@yavneholami.org
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Candle Lighting- שבת תרומה


                             Jerusalem             New York                 Toronto


כניסת שבת 	    4:55 pm		 5:26 pm		5:45 pm


צאת שבת 	    6:12 pm		 6:28 pm		6:47 pm











ירושלים


Shabbat Begins - כניסת שבת - 16:37


Shabbat ends - יציאת שבת - 17:56











New York


Shabbat Begins - כניסת שבת - 17:01


Shabbat ends - יציאת שבת - 18:02








Toronto


Shabbat Begins - כניסת שבת - 17:17


Shabbat Begins - כניסת שבת - 18:20














השבוע לפני... פינת ההיסטוריה הציונית


The Zionist History Corner





February 26th, 1902- the Anglo-Palestine company was founded, in order to promote settlement in Palestine. After the establishment of the State of Israel it’s name was changed to Bank Leumi L’Yisrael.





February 22nd, 1922- First elections held for Chief Rabbi, two Rabbis are chosen; Harav Avraham Yitzchak Hakohen Kook z”l and Harav Yaakov Meir z”l. 





February 24th, 1980- A new currency in Israel- the shekel! The shekel replaces the Lira that had been the currency since the establishment of the State of Israel. 





Weekly Hebrew Slang





Chick Chak- :צ'יק צ'ק Fast, speedy, immediately.


“I have to go צ'יק צ'ק, I’m really in a hurry!”


  


.








Summer Internship Program


By: Esty Waldman





Everything in life is a learning experience; this summer I felt that the truth of that statement more than ever before. Being a part of Yavneh Olami and Ohr Olam’s ‘Life in Israel’ programme I had the opportunity to learn about Modern day Israel and all the myriad of complexities that characterise its day to day life, - from how to navigate around construction work in Israel’s busiest city and busiest street; to Zionism, Pioneering and Modern day Israeli Politics and Social Justice.





Through Life In Israel, I was set up to work with Mavoi Satum – an organisation which assists Agunot and Mesorevot Get – women whose husbands refuse to grant them a Jewish divorce. Currently studying Law, I found the experience both incredibly interesting and enlightening. I learnt how as opposed to the civil court system in England, the civil courts in Israel often work alongside if not subservient to the Rabbinic courts; I learnt about the role of those courts; their history and their practice. I also learnt a great deal about the issue of Mesorevot Get, and heard many personal stories from recent cases, - in fact, whilst I was still interning for Mavoi Satum a case was solved, - the relief and joy of the family effected was tangible within the office – since, to the women that work there, a Mesorevet Get is not simply a client, she becomes part of everyone’s extended family, - both her trials and worries are shared and when she achieves success it is also their own cause for joy. 





For me, the end of the Life in Israel programme was not the end of my summer’s Israel experience, - thanks to Life in Israel, through a Tiyul we did together in the South, I was set up to volunteer with the student village organisation – Ayalim. Together with around 15 Israeli students I joined Ayalim in their building project in Yerucham. There, next to the development town, we helped build a new student village. Through the two weeks I spent there I learnt more than any Zionism, Modern Day Life in Israel or Jewish studies classes could have ever have taught me. I learnt there the meaning of Pioneering, the fervour of Zionism, the realities of Life in Israel and how the Tanach- the book that tells the story of the unfolding Jewish Saga, is still being ‘written’ today.





Thanks to Yavneh Olami and Ohr Olam, although for most of my summer I was in fact, ‘working’ or ‘volunteering’ I am leaving Israel now far richer, instilled with new values and outlooks, having gained far more than I possibly gave.  








Parshat Truma


By: Yishai Keller, former Torah Mitzion Shaliach, Montreal Kollel


Why was the incident regarding the golden calf so severe that the Almighty wanted to destroy Benei Yisrael on its account?


Am Yisrael declared regarding the golden calf: "This is your god, Israel, who took you out from the landof Egypt!" (Shemot 32:4). Were Benei Yisrael really foolish enough to believe that this calf, which they fashioned only that day, was responsible for rescuing them from Egyptthree months earlier? Clearly not. Their intention was rather that the Shechina, which took them from Egypt, now dwells upon this calf. Until this point, Moshe was the "object" upon which the Shechina rested; now that Moshe has not returned, the calf has taken his place.


But if so, then this sin was not a terribly grave one. After all, the people sought merely to assign a place for the residence of the Shechina, which is, indeed, the whole idea underlying the Mishkan!


Rav Avigdor Nebenzahl explains that the sin and the ensuing divine anger involved Benei Yisrael's assumption that they can force the Almighty to bestow His Shechina upon the golden calf. The sin's severity lay in the fact that they thought they could compel Hashem to do something; this in itself already constitutes a very grave sin.


The construction of the Mishkan thus came to atone for this misdeed. As we know, there were two types of donations given towards the building of the Mishkan (besides the donation of funds for the communal sacrifices). The first is mentioned at the outset of our parasha: "Speak to Benei Yisrael, that they shall take a donation for Me; you shall take My donation from any man whose heart stirs him" (Shemot 25:2). This donation was not mandatory, and there was no fixed amount to be donated. Rather, "any man whose heart stirs him" came forth to donate however much he desired, and whoever did not come did not donate anything. But there was a second donation, as well - that of the machatzit ha'shekel (the half shekel): "This is what everyone who is counted in the census shall give: a half shekel by the sanctuary weight" (Shemot 30:13). This donation was mandatory upon the entire nation, each member of which had to pay the precisely same amount - a half-shekel each: "The rich shall not increase, and the poor shall not decrease" (Shemot 30:15). Hashem commanded that this money go towards the construction of the sockets supporting the Mishkan, which formed the foundation of the entire structure of the Mishkan, so that every member of the nation will have a share in at least the Mishkan's foundation. Thereafter, there is room for personal contributions and donations. At the foundation, however, every person must have a share, and there is thus no room for personal donations - each person gives the same amount, precisely as Hashem prescribed.


The same is true regarding all the work for the Mishkan's construction. There was no room for anyone's personal intuition and ideas. Everything was done precisely as Hashem had commanded. And the question naturally arises, why did Hashem determine everything Himself? Why did He leave no room for personal intuition? (Continued page 4) 








(Continued page 3) The answer is that this is precisely the means of rectifying the sin of the golden calf. In this incident, the people tried to force the Almighty to bestow His Shechina upon them. So now, Hashem tells them: you now submit yourselves to My will. Here, with regard to the construction of the Mishkan, there is no room for personal intuition and creativity. Only after the people made their donations for the Mishkan's basis and foundations, there is room for each individual's personal donation, each one giving as much as he likes.


This distinction between the obligation to contribute and the place for personal initiative and intuition applies more generally, as well, to all of Jewish practice. Judaism features certain basic tenets and halachot in which everyone is obligated, and regarding which there is no room for personal intuition. But once we fulfill all the halachot, there is then room for each person to express his personal point of connection and identify those areas to which he relates more and in his own specific way. Hashem has left us room for our own intuition in order for us to each find his own place, so long as we remain within the boundaries of halacha.
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USD Hagshama is the University Student Division of the World Zionist Organization. The World Zionist Organization was created by Theodor Herzl in 1897.  It was responsible for creating many other important organizations that have impacted the founding and continuation of the State of Israel including the Jewish National Fund and the Jewish Agency.  





It's USD Hagshama's "tafkid" to deeply connect today's students and young adults to Israel through Zionist programs on campuses throughout the world. Hagshama currently works with over 200 campuses across North America, and plans to extend its involvement to an additional 100 in the coming year.





Since Hagshama is an apolitical and non-partisan department, it engages students from every end of the Jewish spectrum. Hagshama does this by working with alumni and leaders from a plethora of on-campus groups and youth movements.





Upcoming Programs Include:





Who Wants to Be a Zionist?: Hagshama's Zionist take on the popular TV game show.


Tel Aviv 100: Hagshama is celebrating the 100 anniversary of the first Hebrew city with an exciting new interactive game and event


FeminIsrael: March is Women's Rights month and to honor Israel's equality Hagshama is bringing prominent Israeli women to speak at American universities. 





For more information:


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:usd@hagshama.org" ��usd@hagshama.org�


Web site: � HYPERLINK "http://www.hagshama.org" ��www.hagshama.org�











