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שבת שלום וחדש טוב!





This past week we commemorated the Holocaust Remembrance Day, today we are celebrating Rosh Chodesh, and this coming week we are commemorating Memorial Day for the Fallen Soldiers and celebrating Israel’s 61st year of independence; all this in middle of sefirat haomer. These days are mixed with sadness and happiness, as well as Jewish holidays and national ones.





We have already discussed the significance of sadness and happiness during these days, however this time, through the days of remembrance; I would like to focus on the future.





This week in Geneva, a conference was held by the UN whose title was “the war on racism”, which was bent into a conference against Israel. Despite the fact that many countries spoke out against this conference and boycotted it, there were countries that participated and even allowed for the president of Iran to address the audience against Israel and calling for their destruction. 





Events such as this one raise many questions for me. 65 years after the Holocaust, is there a chance that another one can occur because there are so many who deny the Holocaust and anti-Semitism growing every day.  Is it possible, that 61 years after the establishment of the State of Israel for this country to continue when there are people who want to wipe us off the face of the Earth? 





These are tough questions, whose answers are hidden in the secret of our faith. The Pasuk נצח ישראל לא ישקר" (שמואל א' ט"ו,כ"ט)” reflects the Godly promise that Am Yisrael will survive for eternity. However, our daily survival depends upon us; upon the Jews of the world, and the citizens of Israel. It is our duty to defend our country on every stage, decree, and border. It is our job to strengthen the morality of our state, to be a light unto the other nations, to be a point of attraction to immigrants, tourists, employment, and investments. Israel should be a light unto the nations, and through this we can continue to survive. This task is upon all of us; to defend and build, to strengthen and upgrade. Our deeds and the Godly promise can ensure the existence of the State of Israel. 





David Ben Gurion said “Anyone who does not believe in miracles is not a realist.” Let us turn the miracle into a contact reality. 





שבת שלום, חודש טוב, ימי זיכרון מועילים וחג עצמאות שמח





Shlomo

















Date: April 24-25, 2009   Parasha: תזריע-מצורע 
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If anyone would like to write an article about a personal opinion, an exciting event, their experience in Israel, a Dvar Torah, or anything else, please contact Shira at: 02-620-9024 or email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:shira@yavneholami.org" ��shira@yavneholami.org�








Parshat Tazria-Metzora 


By: Yael Plaskow, Montreal Kollel, 2006


This week's double Parasha is full of technical, physiological phenomena. However, there is an interesting pattern that can be observed between the two portions. While Parashat Tazria ends with the laws of the kosher and non-kosher species of animals, Parashat Metzora begins with the species of man. Therefore, in a sense, Parashat Metzora takes up where Parashat Tazria left off. 


Rashi notes the sequence between the Parashiot: 


R' Simlai said; Even as the formation of man took place after that of every cattle, beast and fowl when the world was created, so, too, the law regarding him is set forth after the law regarding cattle, beast and fowl (Vayikra Rabba: 14). 


According to Rashi based on the Midrash, the reason that man follows all the animals, here as well as in the story of Creation is because the Torah is consistent, just as at the beginning of the Torah man was created after animals so too his laws are explained after those regarding animals. What is the inherent message being offered by this Midrash as quoted by Rashi? 


The Chatam Sofer explains that man is the climax of creation, he was created last to emphasize that the whole of creation was exclusively for him. Yet on the other hand he was created last to force home the point, that if he were ever to lose sight of his real objectives, he should remember that he is thus less important than the smallest of insects. Animals have no choice, they therefore have no real potential, man has potential, and man has choice. Man can therefore be the king of creation, or the lowest creature of all. In the same way that man can reach heights beyond those of an angel, he can reach depths beyond those of the most vicious animals ever to have existed. Man was created last because he is the purpose of the world, yet his laws of purity are taught after those of animal in order to show the potential depths to which man can fall. 











This past week we commemorated Yom Hashoah. There are many people who spend the day grappling with the issue of G-d and the Holocaust. They ask where G-d in the Holocaust was. To me the question that should be asked is: Where was man? If anything at all, the Holocaust shows us how far man can fall if he chooses the wrong path. Whenever I see pictures of Jews being shot by Nazis, I see the two extreme potentials that man can reach. On the one hand, the animal-soldier, oblivious to the absolute evil in which he is involved, cold-blooded pointless murder. Yet on the other hand, the victim, the Jewish person, who despite everything remains a human being to the last. 


As human beings we always have a choice of how to do what we do. Our aim must always be to reach our highest potential, to be the man for whom the world was created. The Torah therefore specifically at this point teaches us the guidelines for pure and impure, the distinctions between permitted and prohibited. When man makes such distinctions, he achieves holiness. He is superior to all of Creation, the apex of Creation. When man fails he is inferior to all of Creation. 








Hebrew Slang


Padla’a- פדלאה: This word refers to a very lazy and powerless person; ‘slowpoke’


“You’re such a פדלאה when it comes to cleaning your room”





Achal Ota- אכל אותה: This expression is used after something doesn’t work out or doesn’t go according to plan in a בסעה way


“John אכל אותה for getting kicked off the baseball team right before the finals.”















































The Zionist History Corner 


ב' אייר התש"ה:


The liberation of Bergen-Belsen concentration camp by the Allies of WWII


ב' אייר התש"י:


Beginning of Operation Ezra-Nechemiah which brought over 120,000 Iraqi Jews to Israel


ג' אייר התש"ח:


The freeing of the city of Tzfat during the Independence War


.  


 








 Yavneh Olami and World Bnei Akiva annual Yom Ha'azmaut Party


מסיבת יום העצמאות המסורתית של בני עקיבא העולמית ויבנה עולמי


Yavneh Olami and World Bnei Akiva celebrate in the Annual Yom Ha'azmaut Party saluting Aliyah in cooperation with the Jewish Agency and Merkaz HaMagshimim. Come celebrate Israel's 61st Anniversary with us.�Tonight we will be saluting all new olim, celebrating Bnei Akiva's 80th anniversary and supporting different Shekel projects (Shekel is an organization which provides community Services for people with special needs)��Admission fee will be donated�to Shekel and includes the raffle.�Recommended donation: 50 NIS�Minimum: 20 NIS��the evening will include:�Ceremony Saluting New Olim,�Dinner, Israeli Music, Student Films�Festive T'filah and Shekel’s�products raffle (Every ticket wins a prize).


Tuesday, April 28, 2009, 7:00pm - 11:00pm, Merkaz HaMagshimim- Hadasa, 7a Dor Dor VeDorshav, Jerusalem, Israel.


� HYPERLINK "mailto:olim@bneiakiva.net" �olim@bneiakiva.net�           shira@yavneholami.org
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