
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Shabbat Shalom      שבת שלום  

Date: June 12th-13th, 2009  Parasha: שלח לך   

 Shabbat Shalom, 

This year we read parshat " שלח לך אנשים ויתורו את ארץ

"כנען - “Send men so that they may spy out the Land 

of Canaan” at a time when the friends of Israel, 

America and the European Nations, are trying to 

force Israel to agree to the establishment of a state 

in Israel for our enemy, whose capital will be 

Jerusalem. They also want Israel to agree to freeze 

all settling in Judea and Samaria. Ladies and 

Gentlemen- history repeats itself! 

Bnei Yisrael left Egypt with great revalations, 

passed through Yam Suf through amazing miracles, 

received the Torah at Har Sinai, and were waiting 

to enter the land. Only then did the leaders of Bnei 

Yisrael make dramatic mistakes that are explained 

in our parsha. They requested from Moshe to send 

spies to explore the land. The result was that the 

faith in God was diminished, and as a result of this 

the nations of Canaan seemed scarier to them 

and the land seemed like “a land which ate its 
inhabitants” "כארץ אוכלת יושביה" , the cities seemed 

big and very fortified. The spies reported back that 

they saw giants and felt like small grasshoppers. 

The conclusion was not to enter the land.  

It appears we have not learned our lesson in the 

past thousand years. Am Yisrael still feels like small 

grasshoppers again the giants of America and 

Europe. In spite of the great miracles performed 

with the establishment of Israel; the recapturing of 

Jerusalem, and the reversal of Israel to a blooming 

garden in the Mediterranean, the faith of the 

leadership and their belief in the righteousness of 

their cause is lacking greatly. God promised to 

protect us in Eretz Yisrael, and we must believe that 

He will keep His promise.  

God will keep his promise as long as we act like 

Yehoshua Ben Nun, the great believer, and Kalev 

Ben Yefuneh, who went to pray in Hebron. We will 

keep the Torah and Mitzvot, we will settle our holy 

land, we will bring Olim from all the different 

countries, and we will recognize that this is the land 

flowing with milk and honey. Through this God will 

open the eyes of the “giants” of our generation so 

that we will be respected by the other nations. As 

long as we feel like grasshoppers we will act like 

grasshoppers. It is our job to act as giants with 

modesty and humility and to guard our land out of 

faith and trust in God.  
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         Parshat Shlach Lecha       

     By: Eitan Weissberg, Torah Mitzion Kollel, New York 

Our commentators have devoted much space to interpreting Am Yisrael‟s 

terrible sin of the meraglim (spies). Each of the meraglim were tribal 
leaders and, presumably, unique men of stature. They were sent to check 
out the Land for multiple purposes. Forty days later, 
the meraglim returned, petrified and profoundly shaken to their very 
souls. As they began describing the Land of Israel, their terror and fear 
were clearly evident to the rest of the nation, who reacted in kind. 

Yet, how could Am Yisrael have been expected to respond otherwise? 
Their reaction seems to have been justified. After all, the leaders insisted 
that panic and dread were the orders of the day. Why should the masses 
have thought otherwise? 

Rav Meidan focuses on one of the nation‟s statements. In his opinion, it 
was this sentence that sealed their fate: “And each man said to his 
brother: „Let us appoint a leader and return to Egypt.” (Bamidbar 14:4) 

This is the first time that Am Yisrael explicitly requested to go back to 
Egypt. Previously, they had complained that Hashem (and Moshe) took 
them out of Egypt, but they had never before suggested actually 
returning to Egyptian slavery. 

The main problem with going back to Egypt is the fact of Egyptian 
slavery. Clearly, Am Yisrael was not talking about a physical place called 
Egypt. Rather, they were expressing their desire to go back to their 
previous way of life - namely, Egyptian slavery. 

More specifically, they wanted to return to Egyptian slavery in order to 
nullify their service of Hashem. HKB”H liberated them from Egyptian 
slavery and made them into a nation - so that they could serve Him. 

“I am Hashem, your God, Who took you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of bondage.” (Shemot 20:2) 

In other words, serving Hashem is conditional upon leaving Egypt. Thus, 
wanting to return to Egypt is, in effect, equivalent to wanting to cease 
serving Hashem. 

Am Yisrael perceived going back to Egypt as a realistic option. Put 

differently, they viewed the upcoming conquest of the Land as an elective 
war. They felt no overriding, uncompromising commitment to fulfill 
Hashem‟s will that they enter the Land. If they had been convinced that 
the conquest was their only option, they would have managed to find the 
necessary strength and courage to overcome any crisis. (Continue next 

page) 
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If anyone would like to write an article about a personal opinion, an exciting 

event, their experience in Israel, a Dvar Torah, or anything else, please 

contact Shira at: 02-620-9024 or email at shira@yavneholami.org 

 

The Rambam (Hilchot Melachim 6:7) rules that cities 
must only be besieged on three sides; the fourth side 
should be left open as an escape route. The very 
existence of this escape route weakens the city dwellers‟ 
resolve and thereby helps Am Yisraelconquer the city. 
However, without an escape route, the city dwellers 
would bravely fight to the finish, because they would 
have no other choice. 

When they were in the desert, Am Yisrael had not yet 
internalized the idea that they were to go only forward - 
to Eretz Yisrael. The fact that they even considered 
returning to Egypt indicates that they were not yet 
prepared to enter the Land. Since they did not view the 
conquest as an inescapable and unavoidable war, they 
easily changed their minds about entering the Land when 
faced with potential danger. Their great sin was that they 
were not permanently and irrevocably committed 
to Eretz Yisrael, and their punishment was midah 
kineged midah (literally, measure for measure): they did 
not merit entering the Land. 

We, too, must take care in order to avoid repeating Bnei 
Yisrael‟s sin in the desert. Even today, internal and 
external voices claim that our settlement in the Land and 
our dominion over it comprise an “optional” war. Some 
people insist that it would be preferable to return to 
“Egypt” and thus avoid the many difficult challenges of 
life inEretz HaKodesh. 

Yet, we must negate these assertions and, instead, 
follow the path of Yehoshua bin Nun and Calev ben 
Yefuneh: 

“If Hashem desires us, He will bring us to this land and 
give it to us, a land that flows with milk and honey.” 
(Bamidbar 14:8) 

 Hebrew Slang 

ACHOOL S'RATIM  - ˫˧˦˶˯ ˪ˣ˩˞: 

Literally, "Eaten up by Movies" 
Adjective describing person consumed by anxieties, or one 

who imagines nightmare scenarios 

DAT'LASH  - ˪˸ˡ"˷ : 

Acronym for Dati L'she'avar, or Formerly Religious. 

HAVAL AL HA'ZMAN  - ˭ˬˤˢ ˪˰ ˪˟˥:   
Original meaning: A waste of time 

21st Century meaning: (Adj.) Great, Awesome. 

"That steak was Haval al Ha'zman." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Zionist History Corner  

ח"ו בסיוון התש"ט : 

Altalena Boat is sunk by the Palmach. 16 Etzel fighters were 
killed on the boat. 

ב"ו בסיוון התשמ"ט : 

The war of Shalom Hagalil broke out. 

ב"ח בסיוון התשל"י : 

Murder in the Lod airport. Japanese terrorist kill 24 in this 
terror attack. 

ג"כ בסיוון התשי : 

The beginning of the building of Bar-Ilan University. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traveling Israel  

Bike ride in the river and Eshkol Park  

In this weeks, Parsha we read about the spies who came and 
traveled Israel. Their journey did not end well, and perhaps it is our 
job to correct their mistake and say good things about the land.  

In the Parsha, it says that the spies came to the Eshkol River ( במדבר
(ג"כ/ג"י . Today we will go out on a trip in the beautiful oasis called 

Eshkol Park. Park Eshkol is a nationwide park of 3,500 acres. There 
are expansive grassy fields, picnic facilities, shady spots under trees, 
toys for kids, and overnight parking for tourists. 

The park is located by the Southern bank of the Besor River (west of 
ǘƘŜ bŜƎŜǾΣ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ !ǎƘƪŜƭƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ŜΩŜǊ {ƘŜǾŀΦύ ¢ƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ .ŜǎƻǊ 
flow there- warm springs that are always 20 degrees Celsius 
throughout the entire year.  In the past the British used these 
springs to water their horses, which were used in WWI. The park is 
kept up by the Nature and Gardens Authority and the JNF. Hiking in 
this park combines fun, an experience, beautiful views, history from 
different periods, and much more.  

The park offers different bicycle routes: the long track (7.5 km- an hr 
ride), and the short track (2.2 km- 30 minute ride.)  

For more information you can visit their website at 
http://www.parks.org.il/ParksENG/company_card.php3?CNumber=
423246 

Have an enjoyable trip! 
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