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Shabbat Shalom and Chag Sameach!


This Shabbat is Shabbat Chol Hamoed Pesach. We have not yet had time to recover from the Seder and already we are preparing for the next mitzvah and the next holiday- Shavuot. At night during the first days of Pesach we start to count Sefirat Haomer. 


I remember from my childhood that I would go to shul specifically to hear the Rabbi recite the blessing and count the Omer. There was something special about his voice and the tune of his blessing which pulls me back there every year. Even today, after not having lived in my parent’s house for many years, I try to go back there at least once during the Omer in order to hear the Rabbi recite the blessing.


A couple of years ago I happened to run into the son of this Rabbi, and I told him about this experience of mine. He agreed with me and told me how his father tries to integrate two aspect of Sefirat HaOmer into his blessing. On the one hand there is the sadness of the Omer in which we mourn the loss of the students of Rabbi Akiva, however on the other hand there is the excitement of receiving the Torah. 


Rabbi Yisrael Mislant says that a man should always carry two pieces of paper in his pocket. One piece of paper should say “The world was created for me”, the other should say “I am like the dust of the earth”. Just like in Sefirat HaOmer we feel this conflict, so too in our everyday lives. We live lives entwined with happiness and sadness, with low points and high points. This reality exists in our personal lives as well as a national one. This reality can be a difficult one; a life of highs and lows is not simple. 


Just like a Rabbi who is able to combine the sadness and happiness in his voice, we too must find the secret that will allow us to utilize this challenge for growth. Whether is be with different notes, or any other way; perhaps this is the magic of Judaism. 		


Chag Sameach!








Date: April 10th-11th, 2009   Parasha: שבת חול המועד פסח 
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If anyone would like to write an article about a personal opinion, an exciting event, their experience in Israel, a Dvar Torah, or anything else, please contact Shira at: 02-620-9024 or email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:shira@yavneholami.org" ��shira@yavneholami.org�








Shabbat Chol Hamoed Pesach


By: Rav David Riffkin, Torah Mitizion Kollel


When we examine the Pesach story and the lead up to the actual Exodus from Egypt, we find an interesting question that arises based on Moshe's actual request to Paroh that Bnei Yisrael should leave for three days only "The God of the Hebrews has summoned us, let us go please for three days in the wilderness, and offer up offerings to the Lord our God". It might appear that the actual request based on the words "let us go please" are the words and inspiration of Moshe, but the Abarbanel (1437-1508) and others differ. Indeed he claims that Hashem instructed Moshe to also ask for the three day request, and therefore the pasuk could in fact be interpreted in the following way-"The God of the Hebrews has summoned us, and told us, thus you should say to Paroh, let us go please for three days in the wilderness, and offer up offerings to the Lord our God".


If we do accept this interpretation, the commentators ask two significant questions. Firstly, why did HASHEM suggest that they request only three days and not simply say the truth- send away the Hebrews permanently. The 'deceit' here seems rather unbecoming of people with the statesmen status of Moshe and Aharon when dealing with Paroh. They surely could have said in plain language " the time has arrived for the Redemption of Israel: let my people go!" without any three day commitment. The fourteenth century commentator Rabbeinu Nissim, addresses this question in Drashot Haran. He claims that the three day request that Hashem told Moshe to demand was part of the overall plan to punish the Egyptians in the Red Sea. Since the three day period passed and Paroh realized that they were not returning, he chased after them and as a result was 'swallowed' up in the Red Sea. Had the request been unlimited as suggested above, Paroh would not have chased after Bnei Yisrael and therefore the episode at the Red Sea would not have taken place etc. Furthermore, he claims that there is also a connection to the "gold and silver" that Bnei Yisrael took from the Egyptians. "…they requested from the Egyptians silver vessels, gold vessels and garments. Hashem gave the people favor in the eyes of the Egyptians…so they emptied Egypt" Shemot 12:35-36. According to the Ran, this was also part of the overall plan and yet another reason to chase after Bnei Yisrael; not only must the Hebrews return to be our slaves, we also want our silver and gold that they stole. Hence "and he chased after Bnei Yisrael"


The Abarbanel differs with the Ran in explaining the 'three day syndrome' and offers the following explanation. He opines that the reason for the three day request was to demonstrate in a very obvious way the absolute stubborn arrogance of Paroh. Since he would not even agree to the three day plan, kol sheken, there was no logical way that he would agree to a permanent exit visa! Therefore, Paroh and his people needed to be educated in no uncertain terms about who the real boss is, and subsequently, the Abarbanel maintains that this was all part of justifying the ten plagues etc








The second question, based on a fascinating commentary of the Ibn Ezra (1092-1167) is directed at Moshe. When Paroh finally agreed to send Bnei Yisrael, he said the following: "…arise, go away from amongst my people, you and Bnei Yisrael and serve Hashem, as you have spoken [kedaberchem]" Shmot 12:31. The Ibn Ezra comments based on the word kedaberchem, "that you should go on a three day journey". In other words, this has been your request all the time, until now I have said "no" now I am prepared to grant you your request- go for three days. Perhaps Moshe should have honored the deal and returned after three days. Furthermore, once again referring to the gold and silver mentioned above, the verb used in the Torah is vayishalu- which is the verb used for borrowing: perhaps Bnei Yisrael should have also returned the borrowed goods and, simultaneously, honored the '3 day tourist visa' they received from Paroh?


Two Torah commentators the Bechor Shor (approx 1140) and the Chizkuni (approx 1250) both claim that Hashem intended that they indeed return to Egypt and return the borrowed goods. They base this on the pasuk" Speak to Bnei Yisrael and let them turn back and camp before Pi-hachirot…"Shemot 14:2  From the word veyashuvu-  "and let them turn back" they learn that the intention was exactly that, namely to return after three days. So why did they not fulfill this intention? The answer is actually quite simple. Paroh chased after them, and therefore they had to run for their lives in the opposite direction, ie away from Egypt! Yes, their intent was to return the goods etc and fulfill their commitment, but Paroh prevented them from returning! Had he not chased after them they would, acccording to the Chizkuni, have returned. Regarding the 'stolen' goods, the Chizkuni maintains that this is not a problem since Bnei Yisrael left behind their own possessions, homes and fields which no doubt the Egyptians would take for themselves. 


The Pesach story is full of intrigue. We invest or should invest many hours delving into the background, the story, the lessons to be learnt, and, of course the message for our generation and for future generations. We see clearly from the above example and many, many other aspects of this fascinating and crucial period of our History how Yad Hashem directed events in every single way: from the initial diplomacy with Paroh to the miracle of Kriyat Yam Suf. May we always appreciate, and never take for granted, the power of Yad Hashem in our lives.


Shabbat Shalom & Chag Sameach!








Hebrew Slang


Kombina- קומבינה : This derives from the English word ‘combination’, known in Hebrew as adjusting a certain situation or bending the circumstances in order to suit ones personal needs.


“My brother fixed a קומבינה in the army and now he doesn’t have to do shmirot anymore.”
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The Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies


Pardes, based in Jerusalem, is a Jewish learning institute which brings men and women together, to study classical Jewish texts and contemporary Jewish issues at the highest level, in an open and challenging environment. Opened in 1972, Pardes is renowned for its unique atmosphere, where outstanding faculty empower students by helping them develop text skills to be able to examine and analyze Torah for themselves. Havruta study - learning with a partner - is integrated into all classes.


Pardes offers a number of programs for students, including:


1. The Year program: A one year of serious study for post-university students, including dynamic learning, day and overnight trips and social action.


2. The Pardes Educators Program : A highly subsidized two-year program to prepare graduate to teach in North American Jewish day schools. Students may simultaneously pursue a Masters in Jewish Education.


3. The Summer Program: A three week session which includes intensive text study, trips, volunteering and evening activities.


4. Elul Program: Running from the beginning of September through the first day after Yom Kippur, this program focuses on the High Holiday themes.


5. Fellows Program: Combining text study with leadership development for students who have spent one or more years in a Beit Midrash in Israel.


6. Kollel: The most advanced program at Pardes, which offers men and women the forum to become Torah leaders, offering top-level courses in topics such as Advanced Halacha.


As part of the Pardes experience, students will also have the opportunity to contribute to Israeli society through volunteering in the local community, students will explore the state and land of Israel with trips and visits, and along the way will develop lifelong friendships and become part of the Pardes community at social activities and by celebrating shabbatonim and festivals together.


Sarah Rubinson, from St. Louis, Missouri reflects on her experience: “Pardes is special for a number of reasons; however, one aspect that really sticks in my mind is that our teachers are amazing. In the past I’ve been bored with learning, but now, looking forward to class every day is new and stimulating. The teachers present the material with such passion that it’s impossible not to join in their excitement. In addition, being welcomed into our teachers’ homes for Shabbat and holidays complements the entire learning experience.”


Generous financial aid packages are available to students.


For more information about Pardes and the programs we offer, contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:elisa@pardes.org.il" ��elisa@pardes.org.il� or log on to � HYPERLINK "http://www.pardes.org.il" ��www.pardes.org.il�.














6:24 pm


7:42 pm








7:11 pm


8:12 pm








7:36 pm


8:39 pm








