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Shabbat Shalom,

This week we read of an important mitzvah:
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| am sure that if the issue of Chesed were to arise in
any conversation, no one would say that it is not
important. We are also all familiar with many non-
profit organizations who donate money even when
they have very little. It seems like there isn’t much to
discuss on this issue.

But there is! We must remind ourselves each and
every day that we must help the weak and the poor.
We can talk about the social situation in our society,
about our congregation, our city, the Jewish nation,
Israeli society, or society in general every person
where they are from. We must not only ask ourselves
how we can give more charity, but rather how we can
fix our society.

There are two ways you can help a hungry person.
You can give him fish to satisfy his hunger, or you can
give him a fishing pole so he can fish for his own food.
This form of tzedakah is not just giving him food but
also giving him a vessel in which he can remove
himself from the hard situation he is in now.

There are many organizations who give charity to
those who need it, and they deserve much
recognition. However we should also try to help
people get out of their hard situations by more
“fishing poles” than “fish”. By doing this we can help

our surroundings and God willing see less poor people

ParshatReei

By: Rabbi Baruch Plaskow, Torah Mitzion Kollel

‘See! | give you today (a choice of) a blessing and a curse. The
blessing, when you listen to the commandments of God your Lord,
which | command you today. The curse, if you do not listen to the
commandments of God your Lord, and you deviate from the path
which | comm and you today, in order to follow other gods which you
did not know." (Deut. 11:26 -28)

this the Torah
either life or death. Man has to make the correct choice at all times of
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his life. However, upon ref  lection this passage seems a little strange.
Which person would act in such a destructive way? Why does the
Torah have to warn us about such illogical behaviour?

The
Eden. Adam and Eve were tol

answer perhaps |ies in humanityt¢
d to eat from the Tree of Life and to
avoid the Tree of Knowledge. Only the intervention of the serpent led

them to believe that the latter could be beneficial to their destinies.

There is a lesson for all of us to derive from this. We are all placed in
our Garden of Eden with an opportunity to find G -d. At all times the
malicious serpent stands at our side instructing us to self -destruct and
make poor and improper choices. The question now arises - how does
one learn to make correct decisions?

There is onl y one answer - through devotion to Torah and being totally

committedtoit. G -do6s wi | | embedded in the Tc
is subjective. The more we connect to the former, the more confident
we can be that we are making the right choice. This is tru e not only

for obvious Halachic issues but also for the major life questions that

. we are all confronted with. (continue next page €é)
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élt is however G -do6s wi || that we s
whether we have made mistakes or not. The Gemara

in Brachot tells us that Rabbi Yochanan be n Zachai
lamented until the day of his death, the decision he

had to

He had asked for Yavne and its Sages having felt that

make at the time of t
the leadership would never agree to giving him any

t that Rabbi
Rabbi
Yochanan had to live the rest of his life not knowing

part of Yerushalyim. Rabbi Akiva fel

Yochanan had made a terrible mistake.

weather he had been the saviour of Jewry or the one
responsible for the destruction of Yerushalyim. It is
th Torahand G -
able to

clear that only those who are united wi

dos wi || ar e even
decisions. However, only time and hindsight allows us
to properly evaluate whether they were correct ones or

not.

This summer has been a very difficult one for all of us.
We saw scenes on our te  levisions that we did not think

possible. The government of Israelhas made a

monumental decision that will have long -term
ramifications on the State of Israel and the Jewish
world. Let us hope and pray that our leadership will

not need to feel the burden t hat Rabbi Yochanan ben
Zachai felt three thousand years ago during those

terrible times.

Hebrew Slang
0223y Y2 - Mitz Ananim

Nickname for water when people want it to
sound fancier like apple juice or orange juice this
is cloud juice since it comes from the sky.

ras - Lebazman-

To waste time.

If anyone would like to write an article about a personal opinion, an
exciting event, their experience in Israel, a Dvar Torah, or anything
else, please contact Shira at: 02-620-9024 or email at

shira@yavneholami.org

DAALETS

The Zionist History Corner
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Shimon Peres was born. He was the 8" Prime Minister
and 9" President of Israel.
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The Sabarro bombing in Town which killed 15 people.

Janusz Korczak

Janusz Korczak was born Henryk Goldsmit in Warsaw on July 22, 1878.
During his youth, he played with children who were poor and lived in
bad neighborhoods; his passion for helping disadvantaged youth
continued into his adulthood. He studied medicine and also had a
promising career in literature. When he gave up his career in literature
and medicine, he changed his name to Janusz Korczak, a pseudonym
derived from a 19™ century novel, Janasz Korczak and the pretty
Swordsweeperlady.

In 1912, Korczak established a Jewish orphanage, Dom Sierot, in a
building which he designed to advance his progressive educational
theories. He envisioned a world in which children structured their own
world and became experts in their own matters. Jewish children
between the ages of seven and fourteen were allowed to live there
while attending Polish public school and government-sponsored
Jewish schools, known as "Sabbath" schools. The orphanage opened a
summer camp in 1921, which remained in operation until the summer
of 1940.

Besides serving as principal of Don Sierot and another orphanage,
Nasz Dom, Korczak was also a doctor and author, worked at a Polish
radio station, was a principal of an experimental school, published a
children’s newspaper and was a docent at a Polish university. Korczak
also served as an expert witness in a district court for minors. He
became well-known in Polish societyand received many awards. The
rise of anti-Semitism in the 1930's restricted only his activities with
Jews.

In 1934 and 1936, Korczak visited Palestine and was influenced by
the kibbutz movement. Following his trips, Korczak was convinced that
all Jews should move to Palestine.

The Germans occupied Poland in September 1939, and the Warsaw
ghetto was established in November 1940. The orphanage was moved
inside the ghetto. Korczak received many offers to be smuggled out of
the ghetto, but he refused because he did not want to abandon the
children. On August 5, 1942, Korczak joined nearly 200 children and
orphanage staff members were rounded up for deportation
to Treblinka, where they were all put to death.
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