
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Shabbat Shalom      שבת שלום  

Date: July 10th-11th, 2009   Parasha:   פינחס 

 
Shabbat Shalom, 

In this weeks parasha we learn about the importance of 
simplicity. If you had to choose a pasuk that 
encompassed your personal, familial, or national worlds, 
a likely choice would be "בצלם אלוהים עשה את האדם" - 
“Man was created in the image of God.” This pasuk 
raises man and shows his aspiration for personal 
realization. There are those who would chose the pasuk 

"ואהבת לרעך כמוך" - “Love your fellow like you love 
yourself.” This pasuk characterizes the mutual 
involvement of family and friends. Some might also 
chose the pasuk of "אחד' אלוהינו ה' שמע ישראל ה" - “Hear 
Israel, God is our God, God is one.” This encompasses 
our national aspect. 

There is a midrash from the author of the book “Ein 
Yaakov”, who brings the opinion of the sage Shimon Ben 
Pazi, who says the most important pasuk in Tanach is 

את הכבש האחד תעשה בבוקר ואת הכבש השני תעשה בין "
(.'ד,ח"במדבר כ, פרשת פנחס)הערביים  - “The one lamb shalt 

thou offer in the morning, and the other lamb shalt thou 
offer at dusk.” This pasuk is talking about the Tamid 
sacrifice. It is a standard sacrifice that was routine and 
not innovative, that was offered twice a day without 
change.  

Seemingly, this midrash is surprising, what is so special 
about this “regular” sacrifice? HaRav Benny Lau, Rav of 
the Ramban shul in Jerusalem brings an interesting 
answer. The Tamid sacrifice was part of the expenses of 
the Temple, which between the sacrifices, priests, 
maintenance, and others, were very high. Because of this 
it was necessary to receive donations. However the 
Tamid sacrifice money did not come from the donations 
of the wealthy but rather from a special fund that all of 
Bnei Yisrael donated to. The Tamid sacrifice was a 
symbol of the connection between all of Bnei Yisrael, a 
connection that was done through the simple and 
mundane. No one received a greater merit, everyone 
was equal.  

This week we fasted the 17th of Tammuz fast. Chazal tell 
us that one of the terrible things that happened on this 
day and the reason we fast is the abolition of the Tamid 
sacrifice. This simple cancellation unites us all.  

May we be able to return to that uniting simplicity, a 
simplicity that can overcome every divide in Am Yisrael.  
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          Parshat Pinchas 

By: Sinai Oren, Torah Mitzion Kollel, Melbourne. 

Our parasha, parashat Pinchas, is named after "Pinchas, son of Elazar, son of Aaron the 
Cohen", who turned back Hashem´s wrath from the children of Israel, when he 
Zealously (Kinah) took vengeance in the name of Hashem.  Because of this Zealous act, 
in the name of Hashem, he receives from Hashem ´Brit Shalom´- covenant of peace 
that is explained after as "a covenant of eternal priesthood". 

Apparently, the Torah treats Pinchas´s Zealous act in a very positive way, and even 
mentions the prize that Pinchas gets for his initiative. 
But, Chazal in Pirkei Avot (4,21) writes "Jealousy, lust, and glory drive a man out of the 
world", and indeed the Kinah. In fact, the Kinah is what caused the casting of Yosef 
into the pit by his brothers as it says (Berashite 35,11) - "So his brothers were Jealous of 
ÈÉÍȣͼ 

Obviously, the word "÷???" in Hebrew, has a different meaning:  Kinah for something - 
Zealous, which is an attempt to change the reality for some idealistic aim.  And Kinah in 
something - Jealous, which is an attempt to change the reality for some selfish aim.  

What can we learn from the fact that two different meanings, Zealous and Jealousy 
arise from the same Hebrew word, and that also in English they are very similar words? 

Although the Torah treats Pinchas´ act in a very positive way, apparently, Chazal treats 
it more criticism and doubt to Pinchas´ zeal for his God, while he ´slew a man on the 
spur of the moment, without trial, or offering previous warning, without legal 
testimony being heard, and in defiance of all the procedures of Judicial examination 
prescribed by the Torah, which in practice render a conviction well nigh impossible. His 
deed of summary justice, taking the law into his hands, constituted a dangerous 
precedent, from the social, moral and educational angle´ (Nehama Leibowitz). 
Chazal, in Talmud Yerusalmi (Sanhedrin 9,7) write that Pinchas act was against the 
sage´s opinion. And Rabbi Baruch Epstein, the author of the Pentateuch commentary 
Torah Temimah interprets the attitude of the sages in the following manner: 
"Such a deed must be animated by a genuine, unadulterated spirite of zeal to advance 
the glory of God. In the case, who can tell whether the perpetrator is not really 
prompted by some selfish motive, maintaining that he is doing it for the sake of God, 
when he has actually committed murder? That was why the sages wished to 
excommunicate Pinchas, had not the Holy Spirit testified that his zeal for God was 
genuine". In other words, Chazal had reservations regarding Zealous acts such as 
Pinchas´s act because of the danger that single persons without the society´s 
permition raise their hands to do a terrible crime and murder in the name of high and 
idealistic aim, such as a murder of a leader of a father´s house (or even a prime 
minister) in Israel. 

Many times zealous acts come from peoples who stands with one foot in the place, 
which they criticize, and the zealous act is, actually, their way to fight against their own 
problems, and to define themselves forcibly in the idealistic side. And as Chazal say 
(Kiddushin 70:) "Anyone who declares unfit, with his blemish he declares unfit". 

This thing hints also in the Midrash that Rashi bring in the beginning of our 
Parasha (25,11) - "Because the tribes spoke disparagingly of him, saying ´have you 
seen this grandson of Puti the father of whose mother used to fatten calves for 
idolatrous sacrifices, and he has dared to slay a prince of one of Israel´s 
ÔÒÉÂÅÓȦȣͼ (Continue next page) 
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If anyone would like to write an article about a personal opinion, an exciting 

event, their experience in Israel, a Dvar Torah, or anything else, please contact 

Shira at: 02-620-9024 or email at shira@yavneholami.org 

 

ȣ In other words, they claimed, that he came from the same place, 
which he criticized - "Remove the beam from before your eyes" and 
"the splinter from between your teeth" (Bava Batra 15:). 

Apparently, Pinchas could have been the ultimate heir to Moshe´s 
leadership who was about to finish his job as the leader of Bnei-Israel 
in the end of our Parsha, Pinchas was the only one who took an 
initiative and stopped the crisis, where no one else including Moshe, 
the old leader, had no answer, and as Rshi wrote - "Moshe forgot the 
law in this case".  But Pinchas didn´t take Moshe please, Because his 
way is a violent and Zealous way, and this is not the way of 
leadership which Bnei-Israel need, as we can learne from the fact 
that Moshe himself finished his job because he hit the rock, instead 
of speaking to it. For this mission of leading Bnei-Israel into the land 
of Israel Hashem chose Yoshua Bin Nun as it says: "May Hashem, 
God of the spirits of all flesh, appoint a man over the 
ÁÓÓÅÍÂÌÙȣ(ÁÓÈÅÍ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ -ÏÓÈÅ ͼ4ÁËÅ ÔÏ 9ÏÕÒÓÅÌÆ 9ÏÓÈÕÁ ÓÏÎ ÏÆ 
Nun, a man in whom there is spirit, and lead your hand upon him." 
(27,15-18) 
And as Rassi says -"Appoint a leader for them who will bear with 
each person according to his disposition"(25,16) 

In other words, the tolerance it character that is needed for true 
leadership. 
This is also the message that Hashem gives in the Haftarah, to 
Eliyaho the prophet of whom Chazal said "Pinchas is Eliyahu (same 
person)" 
Eliyahu the prophet, after his Zealous acts and after he had slain all 
the (400) false prophets with his sword, and proved the truth in 
front of the entier world, The next morning he still has to escape 
from Yezebel the queen who is trying to kill him, and nothing really 
changes. After all this he ask desperately from Hashem to die. 

Hashem´s answered him in a vision - "and behold! Hashem is passing, 
and a great, powerful wind is Smasing Mountains and breaking rocks 
before Hashem - but not in the wind is Hashem. And after the wind 
an earthquake - but not in the earthquake is Hashem. And after the 
earthquake a fire - but not in the fire is Hashem. And after the fire a 
ÓÔÉÌÌȟ ÔÈÉÎ ÓÏÕÎÄȣȢͼɉËÉÎÇÓ ΣΫȟ ΣΣ-12) 

And in Zechariah´s words (4,6) - "Not through army and not trought 
strength, but trought My spirit, said Hashem, Master of legions" 

Real change will come just through tolerance and spirit, and not by 
power and Zealous acts. 

 

The Zionist History Corner  

:ז"ו בתמוז התרמ"ט  

Marc Chagall, the international Jewish artist, was born. 

:ו"ז בתמוז התשס"ט  

2 IDF soldiers captured and 8 killed from a Hizballuh 
attack on the Lebanon border. From this the Second 

Lebanon War broke out. 

:ט"ט בתמוז התשי"  

HaRav Yizchak Isaac Halevi Herzog passed away. Was the 
second Chief Rabbi of Israel. His father was the second 
president of Israel, and his grandfather a minister in the 

Israeli government. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hebrew Slang  

: Gever Gever -  גבר גבר 

 A nickname for a man of excellent character and very masculine.  

:Dode- דוד   

 A friendly nickname given to a friend. (Even if heõs not your uncle)  

  

 

 

 Roi Klein zòl 

Last week, Israel commemorated Remembrance Day for the 
Second Lebanon War, a war between Israel and the Hezbollah in 
the summer of 2006 after the capture of Eldad Regev ל"ז  and 
Ehud Goldwasser ל"ז , and the death of other soldiers.   

This war shook Israeli society and united us around the captured 
families, those killed, and the residents of the North.  

One of the many stories of heroism during the war is the story of 
Major Roi Klein z”l. Roi was born in 1975 in Ranana, and after he 
got married he went to live with his family in a yishuv called Eli. As 
an officer in Golani, Roi combined his religious life with a 
dedication that knew no boundaries as a senior officer in the IDF. 
On Rosh Chodesh Av ו"התשס , during a battle in a Lebanon village, 
a grenade was thrown at Roi and his soldiers. Roi at that moment 
did not hesitate and according to the testimony of his soldiers, he 
yelled at them to move back. Roi then jumped on the grenade to 
protect his soldiers and said “Shema Yisrael”. Roi was killed by the 
grenade but he saved his soldiers.  

Because of this courageous act Roi was awarded the “Medal of 
Courage”. 

On Tisha B’Av we read in lamentations about the  עשרת הרוגי
 Rabbi Akiva was one of them who was reciting Torah as the ,מלכות
Romans executed him. His last words were "אלוקינו ' שמע ישראל ה

".אחד' ה   

May his memory be blessed. 
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