[image: image1.png]


[image: image5.png]mIY

Olami



[image: image6.png]<4

Q0



[image: image7.png]<4

Q0














[image: image8.emf]









[image: image2.png]






























[image: image3.png]




























[image: image4.png]





















Date:      February 20-21, 2009		 Parasha:    משפטים
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שלום חברים!


I will never forget the night. Exactly one year ago I stayed late at work with some colleagues when we heard the ambulance sirens. Within a couple of seconds we realized that those sirens meant a terror attack. It had been some time since Yerushalayim experienced a mass terror attack, but the reality of it all came seeping right back. That night a terrorist killed eight students, studying in Yeshivat Mercaz Ha’Rav. Even while I am writing this article I feel the chills going down my spine.


I do not want to focus on the bloody conflict that exists in our country, but rather I would like to focus on Yeshivat Mercaz Ha’Rav and Religious Zionism. Even though Religious Zionism stems from spiritual founders and the first Zionist Congress, there is no doubt that Rav Avraham Yitzchak Hakohen Kook and Yeshivat Mercaz Ha’Rav has a place of honor in world of Religious Zionism.


Today in the Jewish world there is a lot of talk about Tikun Olam, the importance of the surroundings, and national unity. We can open up any of Rav Kook’s books and see how Rav Kook discussed these important topics many years ago, while connecting them to the Jewish nation, Torat Yisrael, and Eretz Yisrael. There are those who criticize Religious Zionism in Israel for many different reasons, and there is what to discuss on that matter. However no one can criticize the thousands of kippot srugot wearing men who risk their lives in the IDF, or those who go all over the country and established Garinim Toraniim, or even the hundreds of Religious Zionist Shlichim who strengthen Jewish identity all over the world.


These eight murdered boys could have been lights unto the nation; however their lives were ended before their time. The spirits of these eight boys will continue to operate in the Jewish nation, and continue to spread the tradition of Religious Zionism believing in love of Am Yisrael- growing closer to Torat Yisrael, and love of Medinat Yisrael- throughout the entire Jewish nation


. 


Neria Cohen, Segev Pniel Avihail, Avraham David Moses, Yehonatan Yitzhak Eldar,


 Ro'i Roth, Yohai Lipshitz, Yonadav Chaim Hirshfeld, Doron Mahareta - ה' יקום דמכם.





Sincerely,


Shlomo Schwartz


מנכ"ל יבנה עולמי











If anyone would like to write an article about a personal opinion, an exciting event, their experience in Israel, a Dvar Torah, or anything else, please contact Shira at:


02-620-9024 or email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:shira@yavneholami.org" ��shira@yavneholami.org�








Yavneh V'chachameha


יבנה וחכמיה





  שבת שלום


Shabbat Shalom





Main Office, Israel: 54 King George St. | POB 7524 | Jerusalem 91074 || +972-(0)2-620-9024 yavneh@yavneholami.org


North America: NA@yavneholami.org


Europe: EU@yavneholami.org
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Candle Lighting- שבת משפטים


Jerusalem	New York  	Toronto


כניסת שבת 	    4:49 pm		 5:18 pm		5:36 pm


צאת שבת 	    6:07 pm		 6:18 pm		6:38 pm











ירושלים


Shabbat Begins - כניסת שבת - 16:37


Shabbat ends - יציאת שבת - 17:56











New York


Shabbat Begins - כניסת שבת - 17:01


Shabbat ends - יציאת שבת - 18:02








Toronto


Shabbat Begins - כניסת שבת - 17:17


Shabbat Begins - כניסת שבת - 18:20














�


A historic celebration of Jewish unity on the one year Yahrzeit of the Mercaz Ha’rav Massacre





One year ago, the Jewish people suffered a staggering blow. On the evening of Rosh Chodesh Adar II 5768, a gunman burst into Yeshivat Merkaz HaRav. For fourteen agonizing minutes, the sweet sounds of joyous Torah study were silenced by the deafening sound of gunfire. Eight talmidim from Mercaz Ha'Rav and Yeshivat Yerushalayim L'Tzeirim were murdered and eleven more wounded.�


This horrific crime was more than an attack on one group of yeshivah talmidim. It was an attack on the Torah itself, the very heart of our people. Tens of thousands of Jews from across the entire spectrum of Klal Yisrael joined the funeral procession of the eight martyred talmidim and wept bitter tears over the tragedy that had befallen us and our Torah.�As the first yahrzeit approaches, men, women and children are gathering to pay homage to the eight holy martyrs — eight living Sifrei Torah — whose hearts beat to the rhythm of the Torah and who perished with its holy words on their lips. By marking this occasion with public Torah learning, thousands of participants are uniting under the banner of the Torah, recognizing it as the ideal for which these young men lived their lives, and proclaiming it as the source of the Jew's unconquerable spirit.�


During the eight days leading up to the yahrzeit, schools all over the world will learn a special selection of eight mitzvoth in memory of the martyred talmidim, who exemplified these.


On the yahrzeit, there will be many siyumim of the entire Torah and the Talmud in which tens of thousands of Jews will have participated.


Eight new Sifrei Torah were written, one for each of the martyred talmidim. Following the siyumim, the Sifrei Torah will be presented to their families for placement in their respective shuls. 





In this time of darkness and tragedy, we unite with people from all walks of Jewish life to reaffirm our dedication to the Torah, to each other, and to the eternal life of the Jewish people.





To get involved or learn more information visit their website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.blevechad.com" ��www.blevechad.com�





Weekly Hebrew Slang





Basa- באסה:





 This word in English means “bummer” or something disappointing 


“What a באסה that I won’t be at my cousin’s wedding!”





Yallah- יאללה: 





This word means “c’mon” or can also be used as “hurry up”


“יאללה! If you don’t start moving we’re going to be late for the movie!”











.








Yavneh Olami in North America





Yavneh Olami is excited to make its way to the North American college campus communities. Yavneh Olami, as the Religious Zionist student movement, is devoted to bringing Israel related programs to college campuses around the world.  We do this through educational, social and cultural events.  





Yavneh in NA has three main ways in which it works with campuses.  First, we have programs such as our unique Beit Midrash program which we will help bring directly to your campuses.  Yavneh's Beit Midrash learning program consists of exciting and thought provoking materials, on a wide range of topics, provided to you to learn with your peers in your campus's learning center.  In addition we will set you up with a local Israeli rabbi who will enhance your learning experience in any way which you see fit. Also stay tuned for a special Purim Chesed project to help our soldiers in Israel and residents of the South. Second, we have programs for students, not on campus, such as our well known Summer Internship Program in which students from North America spend their summer interning in a field of their choice in Israel (registration is now open).  Third, and I think perhaps most unique, is that we can help you create programs on your campuses that you want.  For example, you can tell the type of program that you want and we can help you figure out how to make it happen.  Yavneh Olami is the link between your campus and Israel. 





For any information on any of these programs please contact cheryl@yavneholami.org








Parshat Mishpatim





By: Rav Ephrayim Beck, Former Rosh Torah Mitzion Kollel, Caracs





At the end of parshat Mishpatim we find the famous declaration by Bnei Yisrael, “We shall do and we shall hear”, expressing readiness to perform whatever God commands even before hearing what this might entail. 


Attention should be paid to the context of this declaration:


“Moshe came and told the nation all that God had said, and all the laws, and the entire nation answered with a single voice and said, “All the things that God has spoken – we shall do.” And Moshe wrote down all that God had said. Then he got up early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, with twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel… And he took the book of the Covenant and read to the nation, and they said: “All that God has spoken – we shall do and we shall hear.” (Shemot 24:3-7)


From these verses it is clear that Bnei Yisrael had already heard what God had to say, and their declaration, “We shall do and we shall hear”, seems inappropriate: their fulfillment of God’s commandments will come after their having heard them! This understanding is further strengthened by the fact that their first declaration, “We shall do”, makes no mention of “We shall hear” – apparently because they had already heard which actions were involved.


What, then, was Bnei Yisrael’s intention in declaring, “We shall do and we shall hear”?


In order to understand this we must investigate which “doing” is referred to here, and what its purpose is. The action that Bnei Yisrael accepted upon themselves was the performance of the commandments. The generally-accepted perception of the commandments is that they not only guide the practical level of proper human behavior towards those around us, but also include a spiritual dimension that influences the person intellectually. The spiritual influence finds expression in the formation of a certain human character, in inculcation of opinions and views. The spiritual influence is created through actions, out of habitual repetition of these actions.


Bnei Yisrael had, admittedly, heard about the actions – but merely hearing about them is not enough. The actions must be internalized; a person must come to recognize the ideas that lie behind the physical performance of the mitzvot. One would think that a person who knows and understands God’s intentions and the spiritual world has no need for the mitzvot. This explains Bnei Yisrael’s intention in declaring, “We shall do and we shall hear”: we will perform the mitzvot without always knowing the purpose of those actions; only as a second stage will we come to recognize the depth of meaning within them.  This is an expression of great faith in God: it represents an acceptance of the Covenant and the commandments that it entails with the faith that these actions contain meaning that is far greater and more profound than what appears at first glance.


This idea is also reflected in the transition from parshat Yitro to parshat Mishpatim. From the awesome Revelation at Sinai, the Torah moves directly on to a discussion of the laws, the actions, themselves: the laws pertaining to an indentured Hebrew servant, and the laws of damages. This transition teaches us the importance of the everyday, physical actions which, the Torah insists, are of paramount importance. God reveals Himself to Bnei Yisrael and then teaches them not lofty spiritual philosophies or ethereal religious concepts, but rather the physical actions themselves. It is through these very actions that the Divine philosophy and worldview is revealed.




















