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Yavneh V'chachameha

Shabbat Shalom

Shabbat Shalom,

Parshat Korach opens with one of the hardest
challenges of Moshe Rabeinu’s in the desert. The
same Moshe who sacrificed his life for Am Yisrael,
and each time was let down by Bnei Yisrael,
received a slap in the face when Korach, his own
relative, rebels against him. Korach believes that
Moshe is not the best leader and attempfts to
overthrow him. Also Aharon who passed all the
hardship and was always making peace
between Bnei Yisrael, his Kehunah is called into
question.

Korach believes that Moshe and Aharon are
inadequate as leaders and are arrogant. From
here the question is raised, who is the right
leader?2 Who is a worthwhile and good leader?
When should a man not be a leader? What is the
big difference between a man that becomes a
leader to lead and one who is arrogant?

In our generation, we feel like the leaders of
today are not like the leaders of the past. "It used
to be better, and the leaders of today are not
doing a good job™ is a common heard sentiment
among people. Is this frue?

The Gemara is Masechet Avodah Zara tfells a
story of a Rabbi who teaches his student a
specific halacha 100 times and the student only
understands after the 101t time. Seemingly the
student deserves admiration. We all remember a
time where we could not understand something
and affer trying again and again we just gave
up. Here the student “suffered” 101 times without
giving up; however we must also not forget the
teacher who repeated it over and over again.
That must have been exiremely frustrating,
however the Rabbi decided to keep teaching
until the student understood.

When we look at our leadership, it is easy to
forget how difficult it is. We see how hard it is for
us who are led, but we don't understand that it is
also hard to lead. There are fimes leaders do
things we agree with and there are times we
don't agree with them. | think that we must give
credit to our leadership because when we turn to
leaders we redlize it's not so easy. Continue next

page....
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Parshat Korach

By: Yair Givati, former Shaliach Torah Mitzion Kollel, Washington

When reading this week’s Parasha, it seems a very simple and easy
Parasha to follow and understand. Am Israel sins, they are punished and
things go back to normal. Seems like a very straight forward Parasha and
a normal reoccurring theme in the Torah. But one must stop and look at
the Parasha from a wider perspective in order to see all the events which
occur in this Parasha.

When doing so, we see the sin of Korach - he gets punished along with
his followers by being swallowed up by the earth. After this unnatural
event, Am Israel sins again by blaming Moshe and Aaron for the death of
Korach and his followers. They then get punished by a plague which kills
a large number of people. Then, G-d proves again he chose Aaron to lead
when Aaron’s staff bears fruits while the staffs of the rest of the leasers
stay unchanged.

Although it's a reoccurring theme in the Torah, it's unusual that Am
Israel sins three times, one after the other. One must ask himself how
and why did this come about?

It seems very simple to understand what the sin of Korach and his
followers was. They didn’t want to accept G-d’s decision and follow the
leadership of Moshe and Aaron. But this answer seems to be too simple
as we see that Am Israel needs to be proven of Hashem's decision three
times with so many deaths along the way. The Gaon, Rabbi Aaron Kotler
gives a different and deeper answer. He says that the sin of Korach and
his followers and of Am Israel originates from their desire to be closer to
G-d and worship him.

At this point, Am Israel is on a very high level, and as Sforno explains:
“holy from head to toe”. Am Israel was on such a high level intellectually
and spiritually, they all desired to get closer to G-d and worship him.
They all wanted and desired to be his humble servants. Until this point,
the work in the Mishkan was given to the firstborns, but there was no
punishment of death if it was done by others. When the work was given
to the Cohanim, it caused the immediate distancing from the work and
worship. They could not bare it, they wanted more.

So why go against Moshe and Aaron? Korach, his followers and Am Israel
felt that if Moshe really wanted he could have changed this decision, the
same way he changed the decision at the sin of the Golden Calf and the
sin of the Meraglim. He could have convinced G-d not to take away what
they were used to, what kept them on such a high level and closeness to
Hashem. Continue next page....
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...But that was not the complete picture. If this was just
it, and their complaints and requests came just from a
pure and holy place, maybe their requests would have
been justified, as this is a positive desire. But their sin
was their pride. As Levites, they already had a higher
level than the rest of Am Israel, they were closer to
Hashem and had holier vocation. If they were humble
and modest they would have accepted G-d's decision,
but their raised level and pride of it caused them to be
jealous. Chazal tell us that Korach was jealous of
Elitsafan Ben Uziel who was chosen to be the leader of
the tribe. His pride made him believe that he should
have been the leader, which led to the arguments,
slander and deaths in our Parsha.

We see that although their desire to be closer to
Hashem is positive, which could have raised their level

... Korach wanted to overthrow Moshe out of jealousy.
It is up to us fo try and better our leadership out of
good so that they will go on the right path. However
we must stay on the right path and make sure it is all
“I'shem shamayim" unlike Korach and his followers.

Hebrew Slang

TOTACH - 1 - x .
Literally "Cannon", Talented, hot, alpha male.

YESH MATZAV - > « _ . A

Lit., There is a situation. There's a chance.

"Yesh matzav that you can sneak me out the back so T
can ditch the blind date?"

HAZUI d4 x.¢ s

Origin: Hazayah, or hallucination. Totally bizarre,
beyond weird.

MAAFAAN - = |

Piss poor, below par, screwed up, relating to object
rather than person.

If anyone would like to write an article about a personal
opinion, an exciting event, their experience in Israel, a
Dvar Torah, or anything else, please contact Shira at: 02-

620-9024 or email at shira@yavneholami.org

The Zionist History Corner

273WNN P01 275:
Yitzchak Rabin as head of the Labor Party wins elections.
N7PUNN 1102 )7a:
The Gush Etzion yishuv of Maaleh Amos was established.
1OUNN PMIOA 17:
announced the establishment of Tel-Aviv University.
7OUNN oA 17:

Shimon Peres is chosen as the 9" persident of Israel.

A trip in Israel- 'Sde Boker'

Kibbutz Sde Boker is the realization of the dream envisioned by
David Ben Gurion,| srael 6s f i r st pri me m
who loved the Negev and its expanses and wanted to settle the
desert and make it bloom. The kibbutz, built in the
northern NegevMountains, was established in 1952 by a group of
di scharged soldiers and attrac:
Gurion moved to Sde Boker to live there with his wife Paula.

Ben Gurion6s vision has i ndNegalis
a blossoming region, dotted with many communities and thriving
far ms. Sde Boker has r et aiheduin
which he lived from the day he moved there until his death in 1973 is
preserved exactly as it was when he lived there. The area around the
hut has been developed and expanded for the benefit of visitors,
incl udi ng a di spl ay of Ben Gu
photographs of the early days of the kibbutz. The hut also houses the
Ben Gurion archive, which is actually his private library, containing
over 5,000 books about all the things he loved. The adjacent hut,
where his bodyguards lived, has been turned into a museum devoted
to Ben Gurionbds specNegeh. rel ati o

South of the kibbutz there is a campus named after Ben Gurion,
which houses a desert research institute, a Ben Gurion heritage
institute, a field school and a guest house, a high school where youth
from all over the country study nature from nature itself, a reptile farm
and a desert sculpture museum. The nearby Ben Gurion memorial
site, where David and Paula Ben Gurion are buried, offers a beautiful
view of the Nakhal Tsin rift.

Kibbutz Sde Boker has several sources of income: a vineyard and
boutique winery, an inn and restaurant, art gallery and souvenir shop,
and agricultural crops. Sde Boker is the starting point for many
wonderful tours to fascinating Negev sites, such the Ein Ovdat
(Avdat) National Park, whose features include the Nakhal Tsin
canyons and springs, waterfalls, plentiful plant and animal life, the
archeological site of the Nabatean city of Avdat, the Ein Eikev spring
that flows year round and a Bedouin hospitality site
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