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Date:      March 13th-14th, 2009		 Parasha:  כי תשא
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Shalom!


Forgiveness is an interesting concept. As the saying goes “forgive and forget”, but is that truly possible? Can one really move on without holding a grudge?


 In this week’s Parsha, Moshe must pray to God on behalf of Bnei Yisrael for forgiveness after they sin with the golden calf, but the interesting thing to note is that God wants Moshe to pray on behalf of Am Yisrael. Even though it is God who opens that window for Moshe, Moshe must still convince God that Bnei Yisrael are worthy of forgiveness. Only after Moshe says that if God destroys Bnei Yisrael than He should also remove his name from the entire Torah, does God forgive them. However, God says that the effect of their sin will be felt for generations. 


I believe that we can all learn a great lesson from this event. Forgiveness is a difficult thing at times, but if one is serious about it, I believe the phrase “forgive and forget” can actually be accomplished. I don’t think that one must be disillusioned by the idea and think that it can happen instantly, however over time one can repent for the sins they commit. It also explains why we ask for forgiveness each and every day in Shmonah Esrei. 


Each of us can walk away this week with an amazing lesson. No matter how large the sin is or how great the hurt, there is always room for forgiveness. 


Shabbat Shalom,


Shira








If anyone would like to write an article about a personal opinion, an exciting event, their experience in Israel, a Dvar Torah, or anything else, please contact Shira at:


02-620-9024 or email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:shira@yavneholami.org" ��shira@yavneholami.org�








Yavneh V'chachameha


יבנה וחכמיה





  שבת שלום


Shabbat Shalom





Main Office, Israel: 54 King George St. | POB 7524 | Jerusalem 91074 || +972-(0)2-620-9024 yavneh@yavneholami.org


North America: NA@yavneholami.org


Europe: EU@yavneholami.org
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Candle Lighting- שבת כי תשא


Jerusalem	New York	Toronto


כניסת שבת 	    5:05 pm		 6:42 pm		7:02  pm


צאת שבת 	    6:22 pm		 7:41 pm		8:04  pm











ירושלים


Shabbat Begins - כניסת שבת - 16:37


Shabbat ends - יציאת שבת - 17:56











New York


Shabbat Begins - כניסת שבת - 17:01


Shabbat ends - יציאת שבת - 18:02








Toronto


Shabbat Begins - כניסת שבת - 17:17


Shabbat Begins - כניסת שבת - 18:20


























Weekly Hebrew Slang





Le’hitcharfen- :להתחרפן this word means to go crazy over something or because or someone 





“The line in the supermarket on Thursday nights really מחרפן’s me!!”





Achal Ota- אכל אותה : This expression is used after something doesn’t work out or doesn’t go according to plan in a בסעה way.





“John אכל אותה for getting kicked off the baseball team right before the finals.”
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The PresenTense Group is a non-profit organization aimed at recognizing the Jewish People's collective potential by enabling and supporting Jewish and Israeli creativity, innovation, and entrepreneurship. PresenTense Group's portfolio currently includes a print and web magazine that reaches 20,000 readers, educational programming in Jerusalem and major American cities, professional development programming currently being run with young federation professionals and other assorted organizations, and our flagship project, the PresenTense Institute, an early stage applied Research & Development shop in Jerusalem that provides a launchpad for socially-minded entrepreneurs initiating (for- and not-for-profit) startups in the fields of education, technology, Jewish Community and Israel, environment, social justice, and philanthropy, among others. Most recently, the PresenTense Group launched its Jerusalem Hub, a centrally-located open workspace for members of the creative and entrepreneurial communities to work together, participate in workshops, and share ideas.


�Institute: The PresenTense Institute is a Jerusalem-based fellowship that enables socially-minded entrepreneurs from the fields of hi-tech, business, social action, education and the arts to turn their envisioned projects into reality. 


�Magazine: PresenTense's lead publication, PresenTense Magazine, reaches 30,000 readers per issue. The magazine is a transdenominational and international marketplace of ideas aimed at invigorating Hebraic culture and provides a nurturing environment where Jewish youth are able to explore and enrich their Jewish identity within a pioneering framework.


�Network:The PresenTense Network is the community of volunteers, innovators, supporters, and initiators who make up PresenTense, and we truly believe that the sum of the social capital building around PresenTense is far greater than each individual. 


��If you are looking for cutting edge professional experience, PresenTense is the place for you. As an organization emerging out of its start-up phase, PresenTense is geared towards training and real work -- enabling the hands-on experience most organizations simply cannot provide. Instead of spending your time proof-reading documents and making coffee for a meeting of the 'real staff,' at PresenTense you will be involved in the front-lines of social enterprise. Apply today.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.presentense.org/" \t "_blank" �www.presentense.org�







































































                                                     








Parshat Ki Tisa





By: Rav Gidon Weitzman, Formner Rosh Torah Mitzion Kollel, Kansas City


Eliyahu and the False Prophets                     				


In this week’s Haftarah we read how Eliyahu the false prophets of the Ba’al to a theological duel on Mount Carmel. “How long can you attempt to straddle two ideas? If God is God then follow Him, but if the Ba’al then follow him”. It was decision time, either follow God or follows the Ba’al.	


For all that this was a great event it raises a difficult halachic question. We know that since the Temple was built it is categorically forbidden to offer sacrifices outside of the Beit HaMikdash. (See Zevachim 14:4-8 and Rambam, Hilchot Beit Habechirah 1:3). Thus, Eliyahu was breaking the law by building an altar on Mount Carmel in the North of Israel, and offering a sacrifice there to God. The Gemara itself explains that the Torah gave the true prophet the power to modify the laws on a one-off basis, but not to change the halachah of Moshe indefinitely. (See Yevamot 90b). The Rambam goes into great detail to explain that this was in fact an unusual occurrence and would have been forbidden were it not that Eliyahu was already a trusted prophet. (See Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah 9:3). Eliyahu did not come to change or erase any commandment from the Torah. Rather his sacrifice on Mount Carmel was a specific instruction for that one occasion. He only did so to teach the people that the idolatrous prophets were false. Still, we could ask why was it essential that Eliyahu offer the sacrifice on Mount Carmel, could he not have taught the same lesson in Jerusalem? 


Moshe the Man


The answer to that question appears in this week’s Parshah during the story of the golden calf. It is something of a mystery to us that the Jewish people could see God on Mount Sinai and a mere forty days later build the golden calf. After all the people had seen God as He descended on the mountain, why did they turn to idolatry so soon afterwards? 		


The Midrash explains that the Jews did not demand that Aharon build the calf. Rather, the mixed multitude, the non-Jews who left Egypt together with the children of Israel were the ones that wanted the golden calf. (See Tanchuma, Ki Tisa 19 and Rashi on Shemot 32:4). The Egyptians were idol-worshippers and even though they left Egypt together with the Jews they still retained their idolatrous mentality. “Make us a god that will lead us as this man Moshe who took us out of Egypt we do not know what has happened to him” (Shemot 32:1). They rejected Moshe’s leadership and looked for a god who would lead them. This is typical of the idolater’s mind, he perceives god as being far away in the heavens and man as being lowly and devoid of any sanctity. They call Moshe, Moshe the man, and it is clear that this is a derogatory name. They want god not men, god will lead them, man is nothing. They cannot see that God gives man the power to lead and to do His will in this world. God has chosen Moshe to lead the people as He can give this endowment to man and can place spirituality anywhere that He chooses. Only when this lesson is learnt can idolatry be replaced by Divine worship. This is the message of the golden calf, and this sheds light on Eliyahu’s sacrifice on Mount Carmel. The people have left God and sought idols. They believe that God is far away, distant and removed from them. Therefore Eliyahu the prophet has to show them that God is everywhere. God does not only reside in the Beit Hamikdash but He is present throughout the world. Even on Mount Carmel one can serve God, if it is done in the right context and with the proper instruction. (Continued page 4)














(Continued page 3) Eliyahu and the Afternoon Prayer


Eliyahu disproves the false prophets by showing that while there god is indeed distant, the true God is very much part of the world. This explains the words of the Gemara; “Rav Chelbo and Rav Huna said that one should be particularly careful with the afternoon prayer as Eliyahu was answered in the afternoon prayer as it says ‘At the time of the Minchah Eliyahu the prophet turned to God’” (Berachot 6b). Why was Eliyahu answered specifically at the time of the afternoon prayer at the time of Minchah? The morning prayers come at the beginning of the day. Man has not yet started to work and fulfil his goals for that particular day. He starts the day by turning to God and considering what it is that he hopes to accomplish today and asks for help to achieve his goals. At the end of the day he prays the evening prayer. He looks back on the day and sees what he did and what he has yet to improve. He thanks God for his achievements and prays for help to succeed the next day. But the afternoon prayer is in the middle of the day, in the middle of man’s working hours. He stops what he is doing and turns to God to pray. He recognizes God right in the throws of his working day, that God appears here in his work, here in his life, in the here and now. As the Gemara taught that Yitzchak established the Minchah prayer according to the verse “Yitzchak went out to discuss in the field towards evening” (BeReishit 24:63 and see Berachot 26b). The afternoon prayer was first established in the field, in the workplace. The power of Minchah is to see God everywhere, not only in the synagogue but in our everyday lives as well. That is the power of the prophet Eliyahu and that is the message of the sacrifice on Mount Carmel. God does not reside in Heaven; God exists in this world as well. 








 








השבוע לפני... פינת ההיסטוריה הציונית


The Zionist History Corner





י"ט אדרהתרל"ט - Albert Einstein, the Jewish physicist, was born. He discovered the theory of relativity and received a Nobel Peace Prize.





כ' אדר התרצ"ב - the opening of the first Maccabiah games.











