nIY )1
N

Shabbat Shalom

YHYVONY HHY

Yavneh V'chachameha
o19Y Nav

Shabbat Shalom,

“"We furned and went up towards Bashan, and Og, King
of Bashan, and his people came out to fight against us
at Edrei. God told me: “Do not fear him. | will place him
and all his people and his land in your hands.” (Devarim
3:1-3)

Sefer Devarim is different from the other four books in
Tanach because instead of being a direct transmission
of God's words, it is Moshe's prophetic speeches before
his death. Moshe is preparing Bnei Yisrael to enter Eretz
Yisrael and to succeed in conquering the land.

One of the stories Moshe recaps is the battle between
Bnei Yisrael and Og, King of Bashan. It seems odd that
out of all the battles in the desert, this is the one Moshe
chooses to recount. Why is that?

The Midrash in Berachot elaborates on the batile
between Og and Bnei Yisrael. The Midrash goes on to
explain how Og took a mountain 3 miles wide and lifted
it over his head to throw it on Bnei Yisrael's camp. God
then performed a miracle making ants eat the
mountain so that the rock crashed on Og's head and
he was unable to lift it back up because his teeth stuck
out. Moshe was then able to jump and hit Og’s ankles
with a hammer, killing him.

The whole story is a nice story, but it seems strange.
What are the sages trying to teach us?

The battle is a metaphor for brute force versus spiritual
greatness. On the one hand Og represents force, seeing
the small nation of Bnei Yisrael and right away he wants
to destroy them. Og is trying to prove that physicality
can overcome spirituality. The mountain symbolizes
force, being a large inanimate object. Bnei Yisrael on
the other hand is a spiritual nation. Despite Og's brute
force, they were victorious. In the Midrash, the ants are
the ones who destroy the mountain. It specifically uses
ants since they are small fragile creatures. Og's force
was not beaten by a greater force, proving that
physical strength is not what it takes to prevail.

Moshe chooses this war, because he is teaching Bnei
Yisrael that in order to be victorious, they need their
spiritual greatness. They must stay on the path of God
and not stray, because if they continue on this path they
can be victorious over any physical force no matter how
great. Through this power, Bnei Yisrael will be successful
in conquering Eretz Yisrael.
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"With me, as well, Hashem became angry because of you." (Devarim 1:37) What
does Moshe's punishment, which was on account of Mei Meriva, have to do
with the sin of the spies?

The Ohr Hachaim and Sforno explain based on the Gemara in Ta'anit (29a)
which comments on the pasuk, "The people wept that night" (Bamidbar 14:1):
Hashem said to them, "You cried for naught; | will establish a crying for all
generations." That day was Tisha B'Av, on which the first and second Temples
were destroyed.

Furthermore, Chazal say that had Moshe entered the land, the Temple would
not have been destroyed, as no nation would have been able to touch it. On the
pasuk, "A psalm of Asaph: O G-d! The nations have entered into Your
inheritance," Chazal say (Midrash Tehillim 79): "A psalm of Asaph?!" It should
have said, "A lamentation," since they destroyed the Temple! Rather, it is called
a psalm because G-d expended His wrath on the wood and stones of the
Temple, while Israel survived.

Thus, had Moshe entered Eretz Yisrael, the Temple would not have been
destroyed, and hence, Heaven forbid, G-d would have expended his wrath on
Israel instead, leaving no remnant of them. Therefore, it worked out that the
decree was issued that Moshe should not enter the Land, so that the Temple
could be destroyed, and Israel was saved.

However, were it not for the sin of the spies, Israel would certainly have
remained righteous, and the forces of evil would not have prevailed. We would
never have reached the point at which to weigh the destruction of Israel or the
destruction of the Temple. However, after the sin of the spies, G-d foresaw that
the hand of the wicked would prevail, and there was a need to allow the
destruction of the Temple. Therefore, it was necessary that Moshe not enter
the Land, to allow saving Israel by destroying the Temple.

What was the cause for this crying for all generations? The Sforno comments
on the pasuk, "Hashem heard the sound of your words" (Devarim 1:34): "The
sound of crying for naught." It is possible that the spies, and Bnei Yisrael in their
wake, spoke logically; that there was merit to their arguments. However, a lot
depends on the tone in which the words are said, on what is implied by them.
Hashem listened to "the sound of your words" -- not only to the claim itself. He
listened to the tone and heard the sound of crying for naught; for this came the
decree. (Continue next page)
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..This bears a lesson for our generation. There are those who Hebrew S|ang
see in our current political situation a problem of security or of
saving lives. There are those who see an injustice to another
nation. We, based on our world outlook, reject outright claims Achi- »nx
of this sort, since in our opinion they are insufficient to weaken
our right to Eretz Yisrael, which was given to us with a covenant A nickname attached to a sentence which a man addresses
and oath by the Creator of the world. Still, these are claims that another man in a friendly manner. (Even if not really his
are understandable. But what is the meaning of the rejoicing on brother.)
every concession and every piece of land which is ripped away
from Eretz Yisrael? Here we already hear the tone which is Ach Gibona’ nx
behind the logic, and the tone is very worrying. Heaven forbid
that it should be said about us, "From a distance shall you see A nickname attached to a sentence which a man

the Land, but you shall not enter there." (Devarim 32:52)

During the period of the three weeks we must deal with issues
of Eretz Yisrael, to strengthen our love of it, in order to rectify The Exods Boat
the crying for naught, as opposed to, "They despised the
desirable land." (Tehillim 106:24)
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If anyone would like to write an article about a personal opinion, an The story of the boat is not happy and glowing, as portrayed
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exciting event, their experience in Israel, a Dvar Torah, or anything

3 B >
-"q’ TR
4

e www.yavneholami.o he@aa

3¢ o YOUR JEWISH STUDENT LFE

y
%

addresses another man out of honor.

This year is the 62™ year since the Exodus ship. The ship was
The Zionist History Corner made famous through Leaon U
the story of the Zionist revival in the State of Israel through
the story of the ship. There is also the Hollywood film starring
$A7UNN AR N Paul Newman.

The Treblinka Uprising. However, the story of the boat is not as we remember from

the movie and the book and the ending is not as optimistic as
is presented.
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The Exodus boat carrying illegal immigrants arrived at to

the shores of Israel and was stopped by the British army. The Jewish name of the " boa
The boat left the shores of Southern France on July 117, 1947,
$V/89070 aN2 ) carrying over 4,500 Holocaust survivors who tried to make it

to Israel despite the opposition from the British Mandate.
George Gershwin, a famous Jewish composer, passed

away. The boat was originally used by America in World War I, and

when it reached the shores of Israel it was eventually

overtaken by the British Army after a hard battle in which

Primo Levi, a Jewish Italian writer, was born. He authored people from the Haganah and pioneers on board were killed.
books about the Holocaust.
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The boat was lead to Haifa, where the passengers were led

Y7unn aNa n onto British boats and sent back to Southern France. The
passengers refused to embark from the ship and even started
The War of Attrition between Israel and Egypt ended. a hunger strike; at the same time France refused to forcibly

remove them. In the end the boat was taken to Germany,
where they were forcibly removed.

in the book and movie. The big accomplishment of this boat,
the pioneers aboard, and the Haganah fighters was that the
story brought sympathy from all over the world and sped up
shira@yavneholami.or, the talks of what was the future of Israel, which ultimately led
to the establishment of the State of Israel.

else, please contact Shira at: 02-620-9024 or email at
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