
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Shabbat Shalom      שבת שלום  

Shabbat Shalom, 

This Friday we celebrate Yom Yerushalayim. 42 years 
has passed since we recaptured Har Habayit, East 
Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, the Golan, and half of 
the Sinai in the 6 Day War.  

In the past years Yom Yerushalayim has turned into a 
holiday only for the religious and is not really 
celebrated by the rest of the nation. On a social-
communal level this holiday relates to every political 
spectrum regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
For many it shows the less positive sides of our 
country.  

Therefore, not everyone celebrates Yom 
Yerushalayim and leaves it to the religious for the 
reason that many Israelis don’t visit Jerusalem or go 
to the Kotel for the first time until they are in army. 
Indeed, many don’t celebrate because through their 
political views they associate Yom Yerushalayim with 
the consequences of the 6 Day War, which they don’t 
view as positive and doesn’t allow them to celebrate.  

In one of the songs about Jerusalem there is a 
recurring line that says “Everybody has a city and its 
name is Jerusalem.” Jerusalem is a multifaceted city 
giving everyone their way to connect to it. We must 
try to find ways to change Jerusalem from a city 
suffering from a negative image, to a city for 
everyone. We must remove ourselves from politics 
and take our family and friends to tour the city. We 
should take an interest in its cleanliness, the level of 
its schools, its museums and cultural life, and the 
demographic problems. If everyone connected to a 
part of the Jerusalem story that connected to them, 
maybe Yom Yerushalayim will change from a day that 
few celebrate to a day of song and praise for the 
eternal capital of the Jewish nation and the State of 
Israel. The politics we’ll leave for the day after!  

 Shlomo  שבת שלום וחג שמח
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Candle Lighting 

New York Jerusalem Toronto 

Parshat Behar-Bechukotai 

By: Rav Yisrael Shachor, Former Rosh Torah Mitzion Kollel, Chicago 

 “And the Land will not be sold for ever, for the Land is mine since you are aliens 

and residents with me.” (VaYikra 25:23) Here the Torah explains the principle of 

the returning of land to its owner during Yovel/the Jubilee Year. We do not have 

absolute ownership of our properties in Israel for the Land of Israel is the 

inheritance of G-d. We live in the land as aliens and transients. Therefore we do 
not have the right to sell a field of our inheritance for more than the Yovel. 

The Baal Halachot Gedolot explains that there is no Scriptural prohibition in our 

verse and therefore he does not count it in his enumeration of the Taryag mitzvot 

since this verse only describes a negation and not a prohibition. That is to say that 

the Torah is elucidating the impossibility of selling the land for perpetuity. 

However there is no action that is prohibited by this verse. Even if someone 

attempts to sell his field forever, the sale is nullified at Yovel and the field returns 
to its owner. 

Many Rishonim disagree. Rashi explains that the Torah is admonishing the buyer 
not to retain the field by force upon the arrival of Yovel. 

The Rambam (Shmitta v’yovel 11,1) wrote that if a man sold his field for 

perpetuity, the sale is invalid. However, both the buyer and the seller have 

transgressed a negative commandment. It appears that this is similar to interest in 

that even though both parties agree, they are doing something that is in opposition 

to the will of G-d. (The Ramban in Sefer HaMitzvot quotes the Rambam who 

posits that it is possible to make a sale on condition that the buyer does not return 

the property at the Yovel, just as one may make a loan on condition 

the Shmitta  does not cancel the debt. However, in our text of the Rambam it is not 
found.) 

The Ramban writes at length regarding this mitzva. In his commentary on the 

Torah he poses the following challenge to Rashi: If the prohibition is essentially 

on the buyer, the Torah should have written, “You shall not buy the land in 

perpetuity.”?!  He attempts to reconcile this by saying that if the prohibition was 

on the seller; the Torah should have written “You shall not sell…” 

However, “Shall not be sold” can apply to the buyer as well. In conclusion the 

Ramban agrees with the Rambam that there is a prohibition to execute any sale 
forever and the prohibition is either on the seller or on both parties. 

In his gloss on the Sefer HaMitzvot (lavim, 227) the Ramban adds that if a 

person sells without any stipulation of time he will certainly not violate 

this prohibition. Only if one states explicitly that the sale is for perpetuity 

does he contravene this negative commandment. Nevertheless, the 

Ramban goes on to quote from the Sages that bring this verse in the 

context of the halacha that a non-Jew has no right of acquisition in the 

Land of Israel (Gittin 47a). Acc0rding to this the Ramban offers a new and 

surprising interpretation: The verse prohibits the sale of the Land of Israel 

to gentiles because they are not commanded to observe 

the mitzvot of Shmita and Yovel and, as such, the sale to a gentile would be 
forever! 
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If anyone would like to write an article about a personal opinion, an 

exciting event, their experience in Israel, a Dvar Torah, or anything else, 

please contact Shira at:    02-620-9024 or email at 

shira@yavneholami.org 

 

The Ramban establishes a parallel between this mitzva and the 

prohibition of selling a Jew as a slave to a non-Jew in a way that 

he will not be released during Yovel that appears in our Parsha. 

The reason is “For unto me the people of Israel are servants.” The 

Ramban concludes, “…but, we must be careful that our sale of the 

Land should be in such a way that it return to us no matter what, 

and we should not leave it in their hands forever. And the Torah 

gave a similar reason as the reason mentioned in regards to 

(selling) people… For in his Land, may His Name be exalted and 

blessed, we are all aliens and transients with Him and He does not 

desire to settle anyone else in the Land but us. It shall remain and 

return to us." 

We can see from the Ramban that the essence of the Passukis to 

prohibit the transfer of the Land to “strange” hands. This 

corresponds perfectly with the words of the Ramban in his 

commentary on the Sefer HaMitzvot (Mitzva 4) that there is a 

positive commandment to inherit the Land and that we should not 

leave it in the hands of any of the nations of the world. (There the 

Ramban is addressing the national aspect of themitzva and here the 

individual one. Accordingly, one should explain the necessity of 

this verse in spite of the existence of a different prohibition “You 

shall not give the non-Jew any encampment in the Land.”) 

 Another surprising explanation is found in the Netzivôs HaaMek 

Davar. He, too, connects this verse to the prohibition of selling to 

a non-Jew, but in a completely different manner. By introduction, 

the Netziv lived in the period of the first glimmer of the 

redemption and the settlement of Israel. One of the questions that 

engaged the new settlers and the great rabbis of that time and 

stirred tremendous controversy was the issue of how to deal 

with Shmita. There were those who backed theHetter 

Mechira/”Sale of the Land” because of the extenuating 

circumstances and dire economic conditions in order to support the 

fledgling settlement. However, the Netzivwas opposed specifically 

because of his great love  for the Land of Israel and his belief in 

the return to Zion only through meticulous performance of 

the mitzvot, especially themitzvot of the Land. More over, 

the mitzva of Shmita was especially critical in his eyes since it is 

identified as a cause of Exile. He, therefore saw it as a holy 

responsibility to observe the Sabbatical year in all of its details and 

was among the great rabbis who contested the Hetter Mechira. In 

his commentary on this verse the Netziv saw the command to 

refrain from selling any part of the Land of Israel to a non-Jew at 

any time, not just during Shmita. According to his understanding 

the word, “Tzmitut”, is not about selling the land in perpetuity. 

Rather it connotes an “absolute” sale. The Torah already “divined” 

that there would be Jews who would attempt to circumscribe the 

laws of Shmita by selling their land to a gentile for the year of 

Shmitah. Therefore, the Torah comes and admonishes us that we 

do not have ownership of the Land during the Sabbatical year. 

How can we sell it to a gentile!? 

We conclude with the words of the Sforno that the Land of Israel is 

the “Land of G-d” and is not included in “And the land he gave to 

men.” 

 

Hebrew Slang 

Asli 
Meaning: Authentic, the real deal 

άThis guy takes his tradition for serious, he is an Asli Moroccanέ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Zionist History Corner  

ח"ז אייר התש"י :  

The underground organizations and Tzahal were established as the IDF 

ט"פח באייר התר"י : 

ג בעומר"ל  , Bnei Akiva Movement established 

ח"ט אייר התש"י : 

 The old city fell in the Independence War 
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Itõs not every day  that you celebrate 100é 

It is difficult to ignore that Tel Aviv is celebrating 100 years for anyone 

traveling the country. From 1909 when a group of people stood on the shore 

next to Yaffo until today, Tel Aviv represents something unique.  

Everybody loves something in Tel Aviv. Some love the beach, some love 

Dizengoff Street, some love the restaurants, and others the museums. There 

are even those who love to hate Tel Aviv.  

When trying to define what makes the first Hebrew city so special, one could 

say that Tel Aviv is “the most Israeli city.”  

We recommend the next time you visit Israel you should visit Tel Aviv. The 

website of all the festivities is: 

http://www.tlv100.co.il/EN/Pages/EngHome.aspx. 

Also, if you would like to plan programming on your campus or community 

about Tel Aviv, you can enter the "Hagshama" website for help:    

http://www.wzo.org.il/TLV /  

ÉÅÔÕÎÁ À¼Ê ¿ÎÁ ½ÁÄ ÈÂÊ!!  
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