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Shabbat Shalom,

This week we read Parshat Bamidbar. In the
beginning of the parsha we see the
commandment of God to Moshe to count Bnei
Yisrael. One could ask the question why count
Bnei Yisrael again? What is the purpose of the
counting?

The Rav of the book »YNmwn owin” explains
something interesting. We know the concept in
Mesechet Baytza in the Gemara of 2w 7277
7902 1K, something done in a minyan is not
nullified. Meaning, something that is countable
is not nullified. This halachik rule comes from
the question of if a forbidden egg falls into a
basket of permissible eggs are all the eggs
permissible or forbidden. The Gemara
responds that an egg is something that is not
counted separately but rather as a group and
therefore something that is not counted is
nullified, so the one forbidden egg does not
cause all of the eggs to be forbidden.

The author of ”5Nywn own” connects this to
our parsha. He says that the reason God
commanded Moshe to count Bnei Yisrael again
is not caused by the fact that a number needed
to be updated, rather like we saw something
that can be counted can never be abolished. So
too with Bnei Yisrael, when counted will never
be eliminated.

This week we are finishing counting Sefirat
Haomer for the upcoming celebration of
receiving of the Torah. We must continue to
believe we will never be eliminated.
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Parshat Bamidbar

By: Asher Safrir, Melbourne Torah Mitzion Kollel

Sefer Bamidbar, the fourth book of the Torah, opens with a description
of Am Yisrael's camp in the desert. Our commentaries speculate why this
is so. Or, more precisely, they wonder if the beginning of Sefer
Bamidbar is connected to the end of Sefer Vayikra.

Although some mefarshim indicate that the two chumashim are not
related, others - such as the Ramban - assert that Sefer Bamidbar is, in
fact, a continuation of Sefer Vayikra.

The Ramban explains that Sefer Vayikra teaches us how the Mishkan was
built. Hence,Sefer Bamidbar, which portrays how Am Yisrael was ranged
around the Mishkan, serves as a continuation of Sefer Vayikra.
Moreover, Sefer Bamidbar describes the Mishkan’s impact on those
around it.

In contrast, the Rashbam believes that Sefer Bamidbar opens with a
description of the camp in order to show that Am Yisrael must prepare
itself for conquering Eretz Yisrael. Just as an army gets ready and takes
up battle positions prior to war’s onset, the nation must brace itself and
array itself accordingly.

The difference between the Ramban and the Rashbam’s views recalls a
famous dispute in the Gemara. The Amora‘im argue as to the shape
of machaneh Bnei Yisrael (the camp) while the nation was traveling.
According to one opinion, the shvatim formed a box around the Mishkan.
However, another opinion holds that they traveled in one long line and
that the Mishkan was in the middle. If Sefer Bamidbaris meant to
emphasize Am Yisrael's inherent connection to the Mishkan, the camp
should have resembled a box surrounding the Mishkan. However, if Sefer
Bamidbar is a description of the nation on its way to Eretz Yisrael,
the shvatim should have traveled in one long line.

This argument can teach us a valuable lesson. Throughout our lives, we
are confronted with two vital missions. On one hand, we have goals and
aspirations which we must try to achieve. Yet, on the other hand, our
lives are filled with all sorts of important things - such as our families,
our friends, our connection to Hashem, and many others - which do not
necessarily help us reach our goals quickly. Instead, they encourage us
to seize the moment rather than running towards the next objective.

However, we must refrain from dedicating ourselves to one
mission while neglecting the second, as the results may prove
disastrous. Indeed, we are required to address both missions
simultaneously: We must aspire towards greatness - just as the
nation traveled in a straight line towards it objective - while
focusing on life’s significant aspects “in real time” - just as the
nation arranged themselves in a box around Beit Hashem. By
studying Am Yisrael’s journeys through the desert, we can learn
how to integrate these two imperative missions.
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Signing of the Cairo agreement between Israel and . ) ) )
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the PA as a continuation of the Oslo Accords.
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fellow Jews. Every home that participates in

The German army surrenders and the Second World Anywhereinlsrael.com is Shomer Shabbos. Our goal is to bring

War is over in Europe. . o
out the beauty of Jewish Life in the Land of Israel through the

Yahvn iniyha warmth of a Shabbos atmosphere in a wide variety of

Beginning of the 6 Day War. locations throughout the Land of Israel.
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Adolf Eichmann is taken to be killed. website no later than Tuesday at noon. You can choose a

VURA N 179 place in Israel where you would like to be hosted that week.

You fill in a few other details as well. Then someone will be in
Givat Hatachmoshet in Jerusalem is captured during

the 6 Day War contact with you before Shabbat so they can tell you the

details of your Shabbat plans.

Hebrew Slang This is a great way to see the country and meet many
Protekzia: different families!
Utilizing connections to your advantage. Similar For more information visit: www.anywhereinisrael.com

to nepotism, cronyism.
"The new guy only got in ‘cause of his daddy. Only
protkezia can explain his recruitment."
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exciting event, their experience in Israel, a Dvar Torah, or anything
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