
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Shabbat Shalom      שבת שלום  

Parasha:       קבל 

Date: July 2nd-3rd, 2009 

 
Shabbat Shalom, 

In this week’s parsha, Parshat Balak, the focus on 
Am Yisrael is indirect. We read about Balak, the 
king of Moav, who commissions Bilam, the 
prophet, to curse Bnei Yisrael. At the same time, 
Am Yisrael is not in a simple reality. After almost 
40 years in the desert, after nearly the whole 
generation died out, after Aharon and Miriam 
died, there is a feeling that the nation is falling 
apart.  

Consider how detrimental Bilam’s curse could be 
to Bnei Yisrael. To exploit a weak and exhausted 
nation at the pivotal point of their weakness, with 
a true prophet, would no doubt harm them. This 
could be a huge catastrophe to the nation right 
before entering Israel.God performed a miracle 
and inserted a blessing into Bilam’s mouth and 
not a curse. It was a form of help from above. At 
the end of the parsha we encounter a sinner in 
Bnei Yisrael, who Pinchas kills, saving the tired 
nation. Because of this event Pinchas was 
rewarded with the Kehunah. Bnei Yisrael was 
saved because of help from below, Pinchas.   

In our parsha we see two kinds of help, from 
above and from below, which helped Am Yisrael 
through hard times. Also today with every step 
when it is hard and also when it is not, on a 
national level and on a personal level, we must 
remember that we should do our utmost to help 
ourselves like Pinchas (help from below). At the 
same time we cannot forget the help from God 
and daven for help from above.  

 שבת שלום
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Parshat Balak 

By: Eitan Weisberg, Torah Mitzion Kollel, New York 

When studying the story of Balaam, it is difficult to figure out where the 

perception of him as a Rasha, an evil man, stems from. At first glance it 
seems as though Balaam did everything in his power so as to not override 
the word of G-d! First he is not willing to go to Moav without G-dôs 
permission, and even when an Angel appears to him on his way, he 
suggests turning back. Later on, although Balak promised him silver and 
gold, Balaam is relentless throughout their journey, stating he wouldnôt 
countermand the word of G-d. 

The perception of Balaam as a Rasha arises only from a precise and 
meticulous reading of the Pesukim. For example, we can see Balaamôs 
true desire and eagerness to go to Moav when he inquires to G-d about 
going for a second time, after the ministers of Moav return. Furthermore, 
the fact that Israel killed Balaam in the war with Midian (Parashat Matot) 
suggests that Balaam was a Rasha. Moreover, the vulgarity in Balaamôs 
words at the time of the sin of Baal Peôor evokes his desire to cause the 
Nation of Israel to sin. 

I wish to draw attention to another point that might suggest Balaamôs 
desire to curse the Nation of Israel. 

When Balaam goes on his way to curse Israel, his donkey deviates from 
the path, and Balaam hits the donkey three times. The third time the 
scripture states: ñBalaamôs anger flared and he struck the donkey with 
the staff  (makel)ò. This is the first time out of the three times that 
Balaam hit the donkey that the staff is mentioned (ñBalaam struck the 
donkeyò, ñAnd he continued to strike itò). The commentators discuss the 
issue of the staff being mentioned here for the first time (Ibn Ezra, 
Chizkuni, Daat Mikra and more). 

What is the significance of the staff? One might ponder over all the 
different uses of the staff throughout Tanach, but weôll observe one 
specific case where the staff is brought down. In the prophecy of the 
consecration of Yirmiyahu (Perek 1), G-d asks Yirmiyahu in a prophecy: 
ñWhat do you see, Yirmiyahu?ò, and he answers ñI see a staff (makel) of 

an almond treeò. G-d explains to him the symbolism of the staff of 
an almond tree ; that G-d works diligently to fulfill his promises. In 
Yirmiyahuôs case this means that G-d will rush to fulfill the acts of 
calamity that Yirmiyahu is to warn the nation about. 

Yirmiyahuôs staff of an almond tree inevitably reminds us of 
Aaronôs staff mentioned in Parashat Korach: ñit brought forth 
a blossom, sprouted a bud and almonds ripenedò. Aaronôs 
staff (mateh) sprouted almonds. (Here ómakelô and matehô 
have corresponding meanings. We can add to this parallel the 
Pesukim in Sefer Zachariya, Perek 11 which deal with two 
symbolic ómakelsô similar to the ómatehsô of Aharon and 
Moshe.) (Continue next page) 
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If anyone would like to write an article about a personal opinion, an 

exciting event, their experience in Israel, a Dvar Torah, or anything else, 

please contact Shira at: 02-620-9024 or email at 

shira@yavneholami.org 

 

éIs there significance to the similarities in Yirmiyahuôs 
and Aaronôs staffs? Aaronôs staff was designed to be a 
sign for the Bnei Mari (the sons of Mari), so the nation 
would stop rebelling against G-d. When Bnei Yisrael 
would see Aaronôs staff (which was preserved in the Beit 
Hamikdash) they were to remember the story of Korach 
and his group, and that G-d chose Aharon. This reminder 
was in order to prevent the nation from rebelling against 
its leaders and against G-d in the future. 

Balaamôs staff is used specifically to hit the donkey. The 
irony of the story of Balaam and the donkey is that the 
donkey is the one carrying out G-dôs will, and Balaam is 
the one rebelling against G-d. The Torahôs use of a staff 
causes us to recall Aaronôs staff, with which Bnei Yisrael 
learned the severity of rebelling, and the significance of 
leadership and of G-d. It is most probable that Balaam 
knew the implications to Aaronôs staff, and thus with his 
staff, the Torah hints at Balaam being a Rasha. 

 

The Zionist History Corner  

:ו"ו בתמוז התשל  

Operation Entebbe. Saved hostages from hijacked Air France 
flight. Yoni Netanyahu was killed during the operation. 

:פ"ז בתמוז התר  

Keren Hayesod is established; a foundation which seeks funds 
for Zionist organzations. 

:ד"ז בתמוז התשס  

Naomi Shemer passed away; composer, poet, and one of the 
great Israeli  musicians. 

:ז"ט בתמוז התשנ  

Jewish Olympics Tragedy, the bridge over the Yarkon River 
collapsed during the opening ceremony killing 4 participants. 

:ה"א בתמוז התרצ"י  

Alfred Dreyfus passed away; was an officer in the French 
army who was accused of espionage as an anti-Semitic plot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apartment searching in Jerusalem.  

Whether one is coming to Israel for the summer for a short trip or is 
living here permanently – maneuvering the jungle of apartment 
searching can be a harrowing experience. Here are a few tips/websites 
that can help your search: 

1. For short terms rentals the best sites are the English sites: 

    www.janglo.net ; www.flathunting.com; www.craiglist.org  

But beware!!!!!!!!!!! Do not be “Friar", the American websites usually 
feature more expensive luxury apartments or ones that are being 
advertised by realtors (who charge an extra months rent if you take the 
apartment). 

2. Be a sabra!! Check out the Israeli websites: 

www.homeless.co.il; www.yad2.co.il; www.999.co.il  (maagar meidah- 
you need to pay for this website) 

These sites usually offer more affordable long term rentals – as well as 
apartments suited for roommates. 

Things to be aware of on these sites: 

A. you are going to have to maneuver the Hebrew! 

B. people may have interesting definitions for apartment ex: 

A cardboard box (yes I really did once see that advertised on 
homeless) or a caravan on top of a roof (for a mere 3400 shekel a 
month – talk about a view...) 

c. Every time you log on to homeless – by virtue of the name you have   
the painful reminder that very soon you may be…homeless. 

3. If you are already in Israel- you can wander the streets and look at 
sign “for rent" on windows- this actually does work sometimes!! 

4. Facebook- is there anything its not good for??? 

You can post that you are looking or look for other people's posts- 
sometimes the best way to find an apartment is by word of mouth 

5. PRAY – pray your guts out- because apartments in Jerusalem get   
snatched up quite quickly 

6. Sense of adventure:  

Realize that in Israel things work last minute- you can't really start 
searching for something two months in advance. Things go on the 
market and are up for rent “immediately". So don't freak out if you 
need a place in two weeks and still haven't found one. That is totally 
NORMAL.  

 

7. LOCATION LOCATION LOCATION. 

If you don't mind being far out from people your age/from 
similar background- then there are some more far out 
neighborhoods that are cheaper- but realize that you may be 
isolated. 

You may want to pay a bit more to be in the center of the 
action- And srugim filming crew ;)   

 

Good luck! 
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