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Shabbat Shalom
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Shabbat Shalom,

| find this past week to be one of the most
emotional weeks of the year. We are on a
constant rollercoaster of emotions between
sadness and happiness. One day we are
remembering the fallen soldiers and terrorist
victims, and the next we are celebrating the
establishment of the state of Israel.

We are called the nation of Israel. Israel means
“you have struggled with God and man, and
have prevailed.” | think that this is the very
secret to our survival as a nation. The essence of
our name shows that we will fiumph.

In the recent past, we have had to face many
hardships. There has been war, terror, and anti-
Semitism. We are constantly fighting to validate
our existence.

Why this constant fight2 Israel has moved from
a third world country to a first world country in
less than 60 vyears. We help with the
environment, take in people who have no other
home, combat terrorism daily, and are the only
democratic country in the Middle-East. It seems
as though Israel should be a role model for
other countries and not constantly facing
attack!

In this week's Parsha we read * vinowip”,
commanding us to be holy. However, more
than being holy God is commanding us to be
unique and separate. | believe that this is the
reason we are constantly under attack,
however this is also the reason God called us
Israel. We have emunah and loyalty to God, our
nation, and to the land that ties us to both. We
are continually forced to defend ourselves. In
the end though, we will be victorious, because
that is the essence of our name. We are lIsrael,
we sfruggle, but we always prevail.
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Parshat Acharie Mot-Kedoshim

By: Rav Shlomo Sobol, Former Rosh Torah Mitzion Kollel, Detroit

Parashat Kedoshim is filled with tens of Mitzvot that Moshe passes on
to Bnei Yi srael The wunifying
holy"”. Hol i ness, t he Tor ah
observance of Mitzvot.

There is one Mitzva of the 613 Mitzvot, which more than all the others
symbolizes holiness: the Mitzva of Kiddush HaShem, the sacrifice of life

for the sanctification of God’
sanctified among the People of Israe | " , does not a
Par asha, but in next week's Pa
Woul dn’ t it be more appropriat
this week’'s Parasha with its h

It appears that the Torah is attempting to teach us a lesson in true
holiness according to Judai
does not entail removing oneself from worldly pursuits and life itself.
True, we are willing to sacrifice ourselves for the core values of our
belief, because we understand that life itself has value only when it
expresses the divine aspects of life. So when a Jew is asked to deny the
Divine content in his life, he is willing to make the ultimate sacrifice and
thereby sanctify God’s name.

Yet, this is a painful reality that is far from the ideal to which we strive
and negates the goals for which we live. This sacrificing of a life is not
the ideal expression of holiness and therefore its place is not in our
Parasha with its many living examples of holiness.

Parashat Kedoshim describes holiness in its most basic and primal form.
Holiness that is revealed in life itself. A life of everyday events
connected each moment to the Creator of the World. These banal,
routine aspects of life give the greatest expression to holiness. Through
these moments, Man reveals his connection to Hashem. Even the
simplest activities of existence are part of serving Hashem.

This explains why our Parahasa opens with the Mitzva of respect for
ones parents.

The relationshi p itkwwhiorh one
lives twenty four hours a day, who constantly push for
excellence in all aspects of life, is the truest test of the
level of holiness one has attained.

Yehi Ratzon — May we merit to sanctify our lives in
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every moment of our lives.
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The Zionist History Corner

N7YnNa 1N 71
The national counsel declared the State of Israel
DN7YUNA 1IN ’H:

The surrender of Yafo during the Independence
War

N7YUNA IN 1

Chaim Weizmann was appointed as the first
president to Israel

172UN7 12N 0:

The dedication of The Israel Museum in Jerusalem

Hebrew Slang

Chafif- 9%an:

This word means irrelevant or to do something

with little effort or will.
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Yeled Tov Yerushalayim- 0’5¥y9 290 45:

This phrase is used to describe someone on his

best behavior.
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If anyone would like to write an article about a personal opinion,
an exciting event, their experience in Israel, a Dvar Torah, or
anything else, please contact Shira at: 02-620-9024 or email at

shira@yavneholami.org

The World Mizrachi Movement

The World Mizrachi movement based in Yerushalayim is active in 37
countries throughout the world. Founded in 1902 in Vilna by Rav
Yitzchak Yaacov Reines, Mizrachi (acronym Merkaz Ruchani (Spiritual
Center)) is an ideological and educational movement.

The ideology of the Mizrachi is based on the motto of "Am Yisrael
B'Eretz Israel al pi Torat Israel - the Jewish people in the Land of Israel
living according to the Torah of Israel". Today Mizrachi is best
represented by the Religious Zionist and Modern Orthodox movements
in Israel and throughout the world.

Some of our affiliated organizations:

Bnei Akiva, Emunah, Amit, Yavneh Olami, Torah MiTzion, Yeshivot
Hesder, Yeshivot Bnei Akiva, Tehilla, Religious Moshavim and
Kibbutzim, and more!

All over the world, the influence of the World Mizrachi Organization
can be felt —both in the diaspora, and in the State of Israel. Through a
network of fantastic organizations, World Mizrachi touches the lives of
thousands of people on a daily basis. The impact of Religious Zionism
over the past 100+ years and throughout the 61 years of independence
of the State of Israel cannot be underestimated. World Mizrachi takes
special pride in the youth of the Religious Zionist Movement, and
wholeheartedly supports them in their wonderful endeavours on behalf
of Eretz Yisrael, Am Yisrael and Torat Yisrael.

Halacha Yomit Program

We have recently begun a new initiative for enhancing our members
learning. Beginning Chanukah 5769, we are learning the Kitzur Shulchan
Aruch on a daily basis. By Chanukah 5770, we will complete an entire
cycle of the Kitzur.

To this end, a weekly email is sent out to our hundreds of subscribers
containing the learning schedule for that week, a Dvar Torah on a topic
discussed in that week's learning, and links relevant to the Kitzur

learning.
Sign-up for the program is via the World Mizrachi website
www.mizrachi.org/kitzur
Or you can also join the facebook group -
OWorl d Mizrachi Hal acha
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