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Shabbat Shalom,


In this week’s parasha, we continue to learn about the Temple and its services.  The ultimate goal of the Temple was to bring God close to us. In a very physical world, it is sometimes very difficult to find the spiritual. Because of this challenge, prophets used to serve as a bridge between God and His people.  The different level of sacrifices could be compared to the different levels of prophecy. The Korban Oleh is the highest level of Korban, since it is burnt entirely. However its ashes were then removed, some shoveled to the side of the Alter, while the rest was placed in a ritually clean spot outside of the camp.  The Kohen even changed into less important clothing for that job. 


The different stages of the sacrifice are compared to a prophet’s visions. The receiving of a prophecy is the ultimate closeness to God, like the consuming of the sacrifice. Because of this closeness the prophet wants to continue with the words of God, like placing some of the ashes next to the Alter. Finally the lowest level is spreading the word of God to the nation, whereby bringing the ultimate spiritual down to a physical level. This can be seen as parallel to bringing the ashes outside of the camp.


In life, it is very easy to get wrapped up with day to day things, forgetting to concentrate on your spiritual side as well. However just like the Torah concludes the description of the Oleh service by describing the Ner Tamid, Eternal Fire on the Alter that is never extinguished, so too we must remember that there is that spiritual side to each and every one of us. We must take time out of our busy schedules to work on our souls. We must do things that better ourselves and help humanity. Whether it be giving Tzedakah, volunteering at a soup kitchen before the Holiday, or helping the less fortunate. All these acts of kindness, no matter how small, can help lift up our souls, as well as better the world. 


May you have a spiritual and fulfilling Shabbat and Pesach!


Shira





Date: April 3rd-4th, 2009      Parasha: צו    
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If anyone would like to write an article about a personal opinion, an exciting event, their experience in Israel, a Dvar Torah, or anything else, please contact Shira at: 02-620-9024 or email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:shira@yavneholami.org" ��shira@yavneholami.org�








Parshat  Tzav  


By: Moshe Gadot, Torah Mitzion Kollel


In the portions of Vayikra and Tzav we encounter two mitzvot which prohibit chametz in relation to the korban minchah (meal offering).  The first forbids offering the minchah with chametz, se’or (a leavening agent), or honey (Leviticus 2:11).  The second bans turning the part of the minchah which the kohen eats (sheyarei menachot) into chametz” (Ibid. 6:10).  However, there are two exceptions, two menachot which may contain chametz: the korban todah (thanksgiving offering) and the korban reishit (also known as the shtei halechem, the two loaves of bread offered on Shavuot).


We need to understand: what is at the root of this prohibition?  Is there a connection between the prohibition of including chametz in a minchah and the prohibition of eating chametz on Pesach?  More generally, what is the relationship between chametz and matzah?  Why are the korban todah and the korban reishit exceptions to the rule?


The Sefer HaChinukh (#5) explains the reason for the prohibition of eating chametz on Pesach: “In order that we remember forever the miracles which were done for us at the time of the Exodus, as well as what happened to us.  Due to the rushed departure, we baked the dough into matzah because we could not wait for it to rise.”


It would seem from his words that the very essence of the prohibition of eating chametz on Pesach is linked solely to the issue of the Exodus and the remembrance of the miracles which were done for us then.  There would seem to be no connection, then, between the prohibition of chametz on Pesach, and the prohibition of offering a minchah of chametz on the mizbe’ach (altar).


When it comes to the reason for the prohibition of offering a leavening agent, the Chinukh writes (#117), “The purpose of all the offerings is so that the one who offers will think, and will internalize the lessons of those actions.”  That is, every detail of our involvement with the offering leaves an imprint on our souls.  We learn about our service of God in this way.


Then the Chinukh offers two reasons why we avoid chametz in a minchah.  First, when bread is baked it takes a long time to rise, but when matzot are baked they are finished quickly.  If a person thinks about this when he offers the minchah (which is specifically made of matzah and not chametz), he will internalize the traits of drive and diligence in Divine worship.


Second, when one bakes bread, it rises and elevates itself, which hints at the trait of ga’avah (conceit).  This trait is disgraceful and abominable, as it says, “Every haughty person is an abomination to the Lord” (Proverbs 16:5).  In contrast, matzah is flat, which hints at humility.  That trait is very desirable, as it says, “Be exceedingly humble of spirit” (Pirkei Avot 4:4).


The Maharal of Prague, in his sermon for Shabbat HaGadol, explains in depth this last idea, and with it he connects the prohibition of eating chametz on Pesach with the prohibition of offering chametz in the minchah on the mizbe’ach.  Matzah is “the bread of poverty” (Deuteronomy 16:3), the bread of humility.  It is made up solely of the flour and water which the baker used.  Chametz too is made up of flour and water.  What is added to it?  Its independent action.  The dough, which is made of the very same flour and water, swells, as if developing a swollen ego of its own.  So too, man is like dough.  He contains what God has instilled in him, as well as his own private, swollen ego, which he creates with his own efforts.








If this is the case, it would seem proper to forbid chametz all year round, and thereby distance man from conceit and egotism, while inculcating in him diligence and humility.  Why is this not the halakhah?


The state of human “chametz” is natural, and the Torah does not want to withhold it from man in general.  Nevertheless, there is one place where a demand is made of man to return to his source and to the “matzah” within him.  In one place, he must stand humbly and with head bowed before the Lord his God.  That place is the Beit HaMikdash (Holy Temple).  It is there that the verse says, “When a person from among you shall offer a sacrifice to God” (Leviticus 1:2) – he should bring himself, his ego, as an offering before God.


Similarly, once a year on Pesach, a person must return to the “matzah” within him.  He may return there via the remembrance of the miracles of the Exodus, in accordance with the Chinukh.  Or he may return there via the consciousness that we went from the slavery of Egypt to slavery of God – a consciousness which automatically shrinks our ego and our self-importance – in accordance with the Maharal.


It follows that only a person who has truly internalized the message of chametz and matzah and the relationship between them is allowed to offer chametz on the mizbe’ach.  Therefore, the only offerings which can include chametz are those which express man’s recognition of the limits of his power, and his realization that his life is in God’s hands.  The korban todah, which a person brings after being saved from danger, and the korban reishit, which a farmer brings in hopes that his crops will be plentiful, are brought of chametz.  “This offering, with loaves of chametz added, he shall offer” (Leviticus 7:13).  Only those who have gotten rid of the chametz in their hearts are permitted to bring an offering with chametz.


“On this night we eat only matzah” – our very humble understanding of our true status, the perspective of “matzah” – with the help of God will bring us to the stage where “on all other nights we eat both chametz and matzah” – with the ability to realize all the talents that God has instilled in us, unhampered by aswollen ego


Have a happy and kosher Pesach.








Hebrew Slang


Chafif- חפיף: This word means irrelevant or to do something with little effort or will


יאאלה חפיף", don’t worry about coming late to the party.”





Sof Ha’Derech- סוף הדרך: An expression of extreme excitement or amazement





“The tiyul was ממש סוף הדרך!!”
































The Zionist History Corner 


ד ניסן התרפ"ב: The cities of Raanana and Givataim were established


ה' ניסן התשנ"ז: Proffesor Nechama Lebowitz, the Tanach researcher, passed away


ז' בניסן: Hebrew University, Har Hatzofim in Jerusalem was inaugurated


ח' בניסן התשל"ג: The IDF carried out Operation "אביב נעורים", where the IDF raided Lebanon from the sea targeting terrorist. The operation became famous because the soldier Ehud Barak dressed up as a woman


ט"ו ניסן בתמ"ח: Exodus from Egypt


ט"ו ניסן התשס"ב: The IDF carried out Operation "חומת מגן" against terrorist organization in retaliation for the Park Hotel bombing in Netanya.





.  


 








Eliyahu on Har Carmel


"אנכי שולח לכם את אליה הנביא לפני בוא יום ה' הגדול והנורא"


In preparation for Pesach we read the in last Pasuk of the Haftorah about Eliyahu Hanavi, who will arrive right before the redemption and inform us of the arrival of Mashiach. In מלכים א פרק י"ח we read the story of how Eliyahu confronts the Prophets of the Ba’al on Har Carmel. Eliyahu sanctified God’s name on that day by proving to Achav, the king of Israel, the veracity of God. This sanctification stopped the worshipping of the Ba’al.


In order to travel around Israel you do not just need water, camera, and a map; rather it is important to take a Tanach with you. Every place in Israel coincides with an event in the Tanach. We can visit the same mountain on which the miracle of Eliyahu took place.


"מנזר מוחרקה"


"� HYPERLINK "http://www.7wonders.co.il/%D7%90%D7%A8%D7%A5-%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%A8%D7%90%D7%9C/%D7%9E%D7%A0%D7%96%D7%A8+%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%97%D7%A8%D7%A7%D7%94" �מנזר המוחרקה�" is a Carmelite monastery located on the peak of the Carmel mountains (480 m. above sea level).  It is known as the horn of the Carmel, and in Arabic it is called "מוחרקה". The monastery was built in 1883 by the Carmelite Order. The Carmelite’s are ancient Catholics, who settled on Har Carmel during the Crusades (1099-1260 CE) throughout the 12th Century. Their name “Carmelites” is derived from the Carmel Mountain. In Arabic the monastery is called דיר אל מוחרקה, which means the “Burnt Monastery”, named for and in agreement to the scriptural story that this is the place which a fire decended from the sky and accepted Eliyahu’s sacrifice, during his battle with the Ba’al prophets. Standing next to the monastery is a statue of Eliyahu Hanavi, which was erected in 1964 to replace the original statue which was destroyed in 1948. Story goes, that during the Independence War the commander of the Arab army tried numerous times to capture the Kibbutz “Mishmar Haemek”, but was never successful. The Arabs of the area told the commander that the statue of Eliyahu Hanavi was protecting the Kibbutz, and until it was destroyed he would not be able to capture the Kibbutz. The commander sent terrorist to blow up the statue, however the Kibbutz was still never captured. 


It seems that the miracles of Eliyahu Hanavi never stopped; may we merit seeing Eliyahu Hanavi bring news of the Redemption soon!





Chag Sameach! 
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