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Shabbat Shalom,

This Shabbat we read about the war of Israel in Midyan.
Incidentally, in this story Am Yisrael receive the
commandment of purifying dishes through immersion.

“ And Eleazar the priest said unto the med of war that went
to the battle: ‘This is the statute of the law which the Lord
hath commanded Moses: Howbeit the gold, and the silver,
the brass, the iron, the tin, and the lead, everything that
may abide the fire, ye shall make to go through the fire,
and it shall be clean; nevertheless it shall be purified with
the water of sprinkling; and all that abideth not the fire ye
shall make go through the water.” (Devarim 31: 21-23)

For those who are not familiar with the commandment, we
must take any vessel that is made by a non-Jew and
immerse it in a mikveh. Through this act we are removing
the impurity of the non-Jew and brining upon it the
holiness of Israel.

This matter is hard to understand. In the story of Midyan it
was talking about vessels that they had used so it makes
sense Bnei Yisrael had to purify them. But nowadays we
are talking about vessels that have never been used by
non-Jews, some are machine made and never even
touched by a non-lew, so from what do they need
purification??

The act of immersion bringing a vessel or man from a state
of impurity to purity is not a new concept for us. Rabbi
Akiva says “Happy are you lIsrael. Before who are you
purifying...just as a mikveh purifies the unholy, so too God
purifies Bnei Yisrael.”

Perhaps we need to look at the idea of purity and impurity
as a characteristic of the relationship between us and God.
Purity and impurity is not a question of good and bad but
rather of closeness and distance. When we are pure, we
are closer to God. Just as this applies with man’s physical
body so too with fruits, vegetables, and vessels. It is our job
to try and bring God as close to us as possible through our
everyday lives.

Just as we do our best to maintain the closeness to God,
even through untouched vessels, then God will fulfill the
second half and purify us.

ParshatMatot-Masaei

By: Rav Shlomo Sobol, Former Rosh Torah Mitzion Kollel

As befitting the conclusion of Sefer Bamidbar, Parshat Matot and
Parshat Masei 6s t wo BreiaYisreel d @ pit c av alr
preparations for the upcoming entrance into Eretz Yisrael . Yet, the
Torah chooses to open Parshat Matot with a discussion o f

nedarim (vows):

Al f a makes a vow to Hashem or

30:3)

man

In order to understand why, we must understand the nature of

nedarim .Nedarim are unique in that their hala chic clout is based on
the strength of an individual Jewbds
when it comes to all the other mitzvot , the prohibitions are imposed

by a command from Above or in accordance with HaKadosh Baruch
Hués Wil |l or t hoargtedt Sages.hvetswithoa neder , even a
13-year-old boy or a 12 -year-old girl has the ability to create a
prohibition with all the halachic implications and consequences.

Indeed, an unfulfilled neder or a person who transgresses a neder is
punished wi th malkot (lashes) - as is the case with any Torah
prohibition. For instance, if a person made a neder to refrain from
eating bread but then did just that, the Gemara teaches us that he is

liable for malkot - justas if he had eaten non  -kosher food!

How ca n we explain this astonishing idea that each and every simple
Jew has the wondrous power to invent prohibitions and obligations?

Typically, nedarim stem from emotions. They are produced naturally;

they are the result of my sentiments: | feel a certain way. | cannot tell
someone el se, ALi st en, nedee r inguhstt moawk.«
personality causes you to feel a certain way, but | may feel differently.

They are your challenges, your personal efforts, and your own sense

of gratitude. They do not obligate oth ers.

We tend to disparage emotions and belittle their value. We use
expressions such as, fAitdéds just a fee
pass. 0 Experiencing a miracle or a
person to accept certain spiritual matters up on himself. Similarly,
when a close friend becomes sick, a person may be stirred to make a

number of resolutions in the hope that the friend will be cured in their

merit. These are feelings; they are not permanent; they are transient;

he is moody; he is se ntimental. There is an intellectual tendency to

deride emotions.  (Continue next page)

b Jerusalem New York Toronto
Candle L j 7: 05 pm 8:07 pm 8:38 pm NV N0
Lighting < < 8:26 pm 9:13 pm 9:47 pm ‘Y NN
J‘J? *2;::‘\ ﬁ“

2y N
Cng 8 SC

W Yaac
GOl T

,
¥ wo
Zracpht ¥

www.yavneholami.o

regsto—a"

YOUR JEUASH STUDENT LFE'

Main Office, Israel: 54 King George St. | POB 7524 | Jerusalem 91074 || +972-(0)2-620-2024 | | yavneh@yavneholami.org
North America: NA@yavneholami.org | Europe: EU@yavneholami.org




Shlomo Schwartz

General Director Head of North American Programming|
Shira Bauman Y S

Head of office, , D Db,h\ "3 Aviva Poch)
Israe! and Aliyah Programming Yavneh V'chachameha Head of Infemship Programming

Cheryl FrankeJ

é We tend to disparage emotions and belittle their
value. We use expressions
and fAthat senti ment wi ||
miracle or a spiritual uplifing may move a person to
accept certain spiritual matters up on himself. Similarly,
when a close friend becomes sick, a person may be
stirred to make a number of resolutions in the hope
that the friend will be cured in their merit. These are
feelings; they are not permanent; they are transient;

he is moody; he is se  ntimental. There is an intellectual
tendency to deride emotions.
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But the truth is that emotions are a profound
manifestation of human nature and serve as a basis

for our avodat Hashem (service of Hashem). We must
protect, preserve, and respect our emotions . They are
venerable and very important; they assist us
throughout our lives. If we value our religious, ethical,

and spiritual feelings, they will continue to express
themselves and help us.

Upon occasion, a neder may be the result of a fleeting

emotional hi gh. But many of |ifebd
and changes were caused by transitory emotions.
A neder takes that momentary feeling and extends it.
Aneder permits a person to fAcap

to use it as the starting point for practical and
constructive decisions and projects.

Thus, nedarim infuse our lives with emotions and,
therefore, are an appropriate way to end Sefer

Bamidbar and to prepare to enter Eretz Yisrael .

Hebrew Slang

107780

An acronym for chummus, chips, and salad. Makes it
easier when ordering shwarma or falafel and you want
all of that put in the pita.

: NINNY YN 90

Expression for a place so far that even if you got to the
end of the world you would still need to look for it.

1939300y
To get lost.

If anyone would like to write an article about a personal opinion,
an exciting event, their experience in Israel, a Dvar Torah, or
anything else, please contact Shira at: 02-620-9024 or email at

shira@yavneholami.org

The Zionist History Corner

IN7OVNN HNa 15

Yehiel De-Nur, a Holocaust survivor and Jewish writer, passed away. He became
famous through his stories and his testimony in the Eichmann trial.

$N7YNN HNa o

Zahara Levitov was killed; she was a Palmach fighter and the first female pilot in
the IAF.

$77°VNN YNNI o

Gabi Ashkenazi, the 19" Commander in Chief of the IDF.

The Israel Defense Force§lDF ) sx9e25 70710 N3y

commonly known in Israel by the HebreaweronymTzahal(bny),
arelsraels military forces, comprising thground forces air
forceandnavy. It is the sole military wing of thisraeli security forces
and has no civilian jurisdiction within Israel. The IDF is headed
its Chief of General StafftheRamatkal subordinate to thBefense
Minister of Israel the current Chief of Staff, since 2007 Lisutenant
GeneralGabi Ashkenazi

At the order of Defense Minist&avid BerGurionon May 26, 1948,
the Israel Defese Forces were officially formed as@nscript armyut
ofthe paramilitarygroupHaganatincorporatinghe militant groupslrgun
andLehi. It served as Israel's armed forces in all the country'sdwa
the 1948 Arali Israeli War the1956 Sinai Warthe 1967Six-Day War,
theWar of Attrition, the 1973vom Kippur War the1982 Lebanon War
and the2006 Lebanon Walhile originally the IDF was operational o
three front® againstLebanonandSyriain the north Jordanandliraqin
the east, an@gyptin the soutb after the 197%gyptiari Israeli Peace
Treaty, its activiies have mainly been concentratedsdathern
Lebanonand thePalestinian Territorigsincluding theFirstandSecond
Intifada

The Israel Defense Forces differs from most armed forces in the v
in mary ways, including the conscription of women, and the structi
with close relations between the ground forces, air force and navy. ¢
its founding, the IDF has striven to be a unique army fitting Isra
specific requirements. The IDF uses severdhrietogies developed ir
Israel, many of them made specifically to match the IDF's needs, su
theMerkavamain  battle tank, advanced -Hiech weapons
systemslzi submachine gun, the Desert Eaglend

the Galil andTavorassault rifles. It also has clos#litary relations with

the United Statesncluding development cooperation, such as orFthe
15l jet, THEL laser defense system, and #reow missiledefense
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