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Shabbat Shalom,


Immediately following Pesach, we commemorate Sefirat HaOmer. These days are mixed with both happiness and sadness. We are happy because we are preparing ourselves for receiving the Torah; however we are sad because we remember the students of Rabbi Akiva who were killed. On a national level we also experience this happiness and sadness. We are happy to be able to celebrate Israel’s Independence; but we are sad as we remember those murdered in the Holocaust and the fallen soldiers. 


This Shabbat we read about the work that Aharon did in the Mishkan, which is the same service that will continue to the Bait Hamikdash. Aharon too had to find that balance between happiness and sadness, over being able to perform the work of the Mishkan, while mourning the deaths of his sons’. 


How do we deal with this tension between happiness and sadness? The Torah describes the behavior of Aharon HaKohen as "ויידום אהרון". Was this an acceptance, an agreement, or disregarding of Aharon’s high level? 


Five years ago, on the night of Yom Hazikaron immediately after reading the story of Aharon, I went to the house of my friend whose brother was killed in the IDF, to comfort the mourners. His father sat on the floor and cried out “I am not Aharon HaKohen, I can’t "לידום".”   


We are people with emotions; however we are also people of faith. Everyone can take this tension between happiness and sadness on a personal and national level, in different directions. As a nation, when we are faced with this reality of being in these to emotions, it is our job to try and deal with them simultaneously. We can not forget, however it is also forbidden for us to stop ourselves from being happy. This reality that combines the physical and spiritual, the Torah and our everyday lives, can help us especially at this time, to cope with both the happiness and sadness.


May all the sad days turn into days of joy!








Date: April 17th-18th, 2009	 Parasha: שמיני  
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If anyone would like to write an article about a personal opinion, an exciting event, their experience in Israel, a Dvar Torah, or anything else, please contact Shira at: 02-620-9024 or email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:shira@yavneholami.org" ��shira@yavneholami.org�








Parshat Shmini


By: Rav Dror Brama, former Rosh Torah Mitzion Kollel, London


In this week’s parsha (parshat Shemini) we read of the death of Aharon’s sons on the day of the inauguration of the altar. Then, as the “maftir”, we read parshat Para - the special instructions for the ritual purification required following contact with a human corpse, a process requiring the ashes of a red heifer.


Our Sages point to parshat Para as an example of a commandment that cannot be understood by human logic: “The Holy One said, ‘I have made a statute and instituted a decree” (Pesikta 4). Why is it specifically in the handling of a person who has become ritually impure through contact with a corpse – a sphere in which we would expect the Torah to command emotional support for a person who has had to deal with death at such close quarters – that we find an emphasis on “statute”, on the incomprehensible aspect of the commandment? 


Chained in the reasoning chain


The human mind creates forms and methodologies of reasoning and logic; the proceeding of thought along these paths is what we call reasoning. The problem is that no matter which method of reasoning we choose, our thinking is limited to those patterns which we have created or which we have chosen to follow. The fundamental objects of our thought and the relations we impose upon them are the carriers – but also the delimiters – of our thinking process.


Death lies beyond the limitations of human thought. No matter which philosophical view of the thought process we adopt, death cannot be contained in human causality. If we observe our mind to be an object-relation oriented processing tool, we must conclude that we are unable to internalize or truly process the idea of total emptiness or nullity. We can comprehend something that is absent or missing – the negation idea – but capturing nullity is beyond our mind’s grasp. The empty set is an important axiom in Set Theory; it allows us to create a numerical system and a system of logic, but it is itself an axiom whose source cannot be comprehended.


If we view reasoning as a logical process, then by the rules of logic we know that for a logical process or algorithm to determine the question of its own termination is an undecideable task – this is known as the “halting problem”. Termination of a process is not integral to that process – at least according to our logical understanding of processes. 


If we regard thought as an extension of existential experience and of language, then death is not part of our system of experiences. We experience loss, we experience longing, but no-one can actually experience death and then share with us the nature of that experience.








It is at that point where all reasons and reasoning collapse that the Torah’s “statute” comes to our aid. The Hassidic masters point out the linguistic proximity of the word “hok” (statute) or “hukkah” (law) to the root “h-k-k” (to engrave, or to legislate). The statute (hok) of the Torah, then, is a “hakikah” in both senses of the word – both an enactment and an engraving.


Where human logic is unable to make any headway, the Divine work comes to help us. God legislates the laws of the Torah, but He also engraves the Torah within man and within the blueprint of the world. Following the Divine commandments as we proceed along the roads of our reality allows us to purify those who have becomes defiled by contact with death in a way that may not be intelligible to man, but which – by its very fulfillment – allows us, practically, to rely upon God’s word that is inscribed within reality, freeing ourselves of the chains of human causality.


Aharon is silent in the face of his incomprehensible tragedy – the loss of his sons on the day of the altar’s inauguration. Words cannot express or address those matters that are beyond our understanding. But he knows that following God’s command will lead to ultimate victory over death: “I shall sprinkle over you pure water and you shall be purified."








Hebrew Slang


Eizeh K’ta’im- איזה קטעים:  This word is used when trying to express some sort of amazement by something happening coincidental, rare, etc.


“איזה קטעים! I can’t believe you bumped into my parents in Hawaii!!”





Tachles- ת'כלס: To get to the ‘bottom line’ of something


“ת'כלס the lecture was very interesting”


















































The Zionist History Corner 


י"ח ניסן התרפ"ב: The National Religious Party was established


י"ח בניסן התשנ"ג: HaRav Yosef Dov HaLevi Soloveichik passed away. He was a Rav, Religious Philosopher, one of the heads of Mizrachi, one of the orthodox spiritual leaders in America.


י"ט בניסן התש"ט: HaRav Meir Bar Ilan passed away. One of the heads of the Mizrachi movement, the University is named in his memory


י"ט בניסן התשל"ד: Prime Minister, Golda Meir, resigned after the failures of the Yom Kippur War


כ"ב ניסן התרע"ח: The Hebrew newspaper, Ha’aretz, was founded


כ"ג בניסן התרצ"א: the “Etzel”, one of the underground organizations who fought the British, was founded.


כ"ג ניסן התש"ג: The kibbutz of “Kfar Etzion” was established. The kibbutz was destroyed during the Independence War and was built up again after the Six Day War.








 








Places in Israel


In thinking about special places of interest in Israel, on Shabbat of Pesach, Neot Kedumim stands out in my mind.  Neot Kedumim (slightly past Modiin) is the Biblical Landscape Reserve in Israel.  The site aims to recreate Biblical landscapes through using plants, animals and stories from Tanach.  What is extremely special is what Neot Kedumim does around the Chagim; on Succot there is a display of succot as described by the Gemara; on Chanukah there are olive trees and olive oil being made to demonstrate what is needed for the Menorah.  Pesach is an especially cool time to visit Neot Kedumim. There you can see the ezov, the hyssop that the Israelites used to paint their doorposts with blood before they left Egypt (Exodus 12:22), You can also descend into a bor, an empty cistern like the one where Joseph's brothers deposited him, and imagine what he felt like (but you will have a ladder to climb out)!  For more information visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.n-k.org.il/" �www.n-k.org.il�
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